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/ +9 OF THm KIRKS | 


S CO T L A N 6] 
TO HER BELOVED: 
We CUTEDREINR, 2 


L /- ecrtieg tna frimi, qui videntur in Eccleſia 1 
| | 214 prinareh diligere, gercre principatumyin mje | 
| dhe ſalutem: ( perſeque Saluatorem , Bernard. 15 

Alace Al lace © Lord God, for they are: 4 3 


Fu, FI Domine Deus, quia ipſi ;ſumin per=. |] 


5 | Gheefef inthy pcrſecution, who love the firſt 7 . 


7 and chief. lacesand to. bear 1vle : to ſtay the 1 4? 
| | courſe of flvation isto perſecute the Savi- I 
our. Beinird. "33 
| 8.3 
| SG: In Plicitavementie , walitis fariiin nomen T3 
þ habet, ork, bont "ſk, adeo irridentur, ut fers |* 


t#ullus qui irrileri peſſit, a; pareat. Pc trarch. 
Simplicitiinow carieth the name of mad- 


hes, malice thr name of wiſdome, andgood. 
- | men are fo deiided, that almoſt no man can 
be found to beleridcd. Petrarch,- | 
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- THE KIRK OF CHRIST IN 
& SCOTLAND TO HER DEARLT 
beloved Children, wiſberh 
| purity and peace. 
<a S I your loving ma- 
SYN ther fearing to be fi. 
AV & nally deſertedotmy 
I >. gjarr'# Spouſe the 
1 Lord Ielys, and to 
eq be childles hereaf- 
- . ter, haue weeped fore in the night 
'. this time bypaſt my teares are on 
f _ mycheckes; Among all my lovers 
| : few to comfort mee, my Fiend 


- 


% 
. 
2 


have dealt treachcrouily with 
 . me, they arc become my enemies, 
Lament. 1. 2. So would ye my dear 

children dolcfully cry out: The joy 

of our heart is ceaſcd, our daunce is 
.... turned info mourning, the crown is 
1} fallen from our heads, woe unto us 
y-- that we haue finned, Lament. 5.15, 
+ 16. If ye were touched with the 
ſenſeand feeling of your preſent & 
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fate, and could by the thick ſhad- 
dowes of this evening be þrought 
A3 oF. 
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toconſider the comfortles defolad.. 
on of that approaching night of 
darknes, ater ſo bright a-day of vi- 
firation . But fo much the more, 
dangerous 1 is defection;,andthe my- - 
ſerie ot iniquitie the more pernict- 
ous, thatit proceeds from ſo ſubrile 
beginningsas to your ſimplicitie at 
almoſt inſenfible. _ 
Itis not time then for me your , 
dolorovs mother to keepe filence. 
Bur love and feare preſſe me to put 
you in minde, thar it hath been in 
all ages the holy diſpoſition & hap- : 
py practiſe of all Gods people way- 
ting for the appearing of Telus their 
Lord,tedring the wealof hisſpoule,” 
and raking to hartthe #ternall ſal. 
vation of their own ſoules , ro ſer 


breefold | 
oy continually before their eyes. 1.His 


F -  ofevery Inxzſtimable goodnes towardes his 
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Chriſtien,«y Kirk . 2. Her cale and condition, 
pee rothe bile ſhe is militant here on earth: 
33M + foe and And 3. in conſideration of the one, 
_£ Bone, and the other, the duetie required” 
T4 and expected at their handes,wher-' 
through* 


Eg 


*+ 


F 


hs | 2 #F | 
4 through in: the goodnes. of Gog 
| they have bene ſafe from that 
| Fgdreadfull rvjne,that hath overtaken 
+. _ The wicked. And which I wiſh you 

£4 

- © my beloved children to c{cape by 
calling'to minde 1n like manner at 
this ryme of your danger and my 
diſtrefſe. Firſt how wonderfull rhe 
Lordes mercies have been towards 
 mehis Kirk in this nation... Secod- 
lie my. preſent caſe crying with 
_ the complaints of a mother for 
help at your hands. And thirdly 
' * what is due from your -afteftion,, 
| . * places,and callings to me, in whoſe 
 -  "wombeye were conceived, and by 
whoſe care ye are brought up to 
"that which ye now are. That what- 


| heaven , it may be ailigently done 
|. for the houſe of the God of heaven. 
"> For why fhould he be wroth again#t 
- rherealme of the King and hrs ra 
-  *Ezra7. 23. And that Chriſt may 
-ſay to me yet once againe: Thos 
art beantifull my love as Tirzah , 


S _, 


I een. 
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ſerver is commanded by the God of © 


comelie as Ieruſalem., terrible as an 
army with banners', Cant. 6. 3, 
Words and morions of this ſort as 


they have been,ſo they will be but | FT 
oylec to teede the fire of the furic of. 


ſuch incEdiaries, as make theirown 
earthlie particulars their higheſt 


projects; for the wicked ſhall doe - 


wickedlie and none of them ſhall 


underſtand;yct by the grace ofGad 


manie ſhalbe purified and tryed & 
the wiſe ſhall underſtand. The grea- 
teſt wiſdome of the greatcſt of you 


in other matrers; and your gracious - 


countenance towards me, and the 
meancſt of your brethren art other 
tymes, faereth me not to doubt 
of your audience of any meſſage ar 
motis trom heaven; butefpeciallie 


be my mouth, which way either dif - 
cover, or prevent anie ſpiritual or _. 


temporall danger. Now the ſpirit 
of wiſdome and knowledge give 


unto yow all wiſe hearts, that inthe ” 


fighr of God ye trying thinges 
that differ may approve things ex- 
; ccllege 
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 eellent (which is abovethereach of 
the. narurall man) that ye may be 
ſincere & withour offence rill that 
day of Chriſt your Lord & mine. 


nes of God 


ſpouſe towardes me have to the Kok 


WY; # 


| his glorie ro dwell fo ſcnfiblie in 

{ thisland, that I may bouldlic fay, 

| Mercieand truth righteouſnes and 

| peace had never ſince Chriſts com- 

{ - ming in the fleſh a more glorjous 

| - . meeting, & amiable embracing on 
* earth, then ye have ſecne amongſt 

| your ſelves in the roughe end of 

- thisnorthernYland: which therfore 

.1- , hath juſtlie obteined ( to my no 

ſmall comfort) a great name among 

the cheefe Kirkes and Kingdomes 

+ inthe World. Apeoplethatiatin,  .. 

; darknes hath feenea great light,and je Goſh 


to them who ſat in the region of © ſhine here |; 


death light is ſprung up, To what {9*"4ibe 


| the ſunne of righteonſnes hath ſhi: 
4 A 4 acd 
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beene fo greate , he hath made $5,014. | 
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ned upon the moſt part of the 
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world ) hath the Lord communi- 
cated the Goſpell tor ſo large a 
time, with ſuch puricie,fulnes,proſ- 


peritic, power, libertie andpeace.” 


The hotteſt perſecutions had never 


greater puritie , and power the 
moſt halcyon hereticall tymes had 


never more proſperitie and peace; 


the beſt reformed Kirks'in other 
places can hardlie parallel your tul- 
And all theſe 


nes and libertie. 
with ſuch continuance,that noton- 
lic hath he made the truth to ſtay 
with you.,as he did rhe ſunne in'the 
daics of Ioſuah ; but when' the 
cloud of your iniquities did haſten 
it ro goe downe, in his mercie hath 


he brought back the glorious ſunne . 


by manie degrees as in the tymes 
of Ezckiab. Oh that ye had known 
thc long pleaſant day of your viſi- 
tation, and in this your day the 
things belonging unto your peace, 


Chriſt hath not onely beene one ,&. 


his 1 name one, in reſpect of his pro- 
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pheticall office for! your informati= 1} 
on, of his prieſthood for the expiz-  Þ 
tion -56 hy linnes,and intercefſior  * . F 
for you : but alſo hath diſplayed 
his banners; and hath ſhewed him- 
felt ( tew can lay the like) a ſover- 
aigne King in our Land, to governe ; 
you with his owne ſce- pter rected =_ 
in his Worde, to cutt off wich his '1] 
ſword all monuments of Idolatry, 
and ſuperfluitic of pompous cere- 
monizs; & to reſtore all the meanes 
of his worſhip inWord;Sacraments. 
and diſcipline to the holy ſtmplici- 
tieand integritieof the firſt parerne 
ſhewed inthe mount; frothe which, 
by thar wiſdome of man which is 
evertooliſhnes with God, they bad 
fearfully and ſhamefully ſwerved: 
The fincerer fort of the bordering 
nations about you, haue been ſora- 
viſhed with that beautie of - the, 
Lord upon your Sion, with that 
crowne of glorie and rich diademe T:ſtfied by | 
by the hand of our God ſer upon '*# coofil 4 
ſronsan 
your heades, that they have made wiſer, 


&s - vl 


.. a 


fires longed to ſee the things that 
ye have ſcene, And have nor ſpared 
to profeſs,that in your caſe, they 
would rather ſuffer themſelves to 
be diffolyed, then that one piane of 
that holy Tabernacle fo divinelie 
compacted ſhould be looſed. 


Within and amoneſt your ſelves 


that puritic ofprofeffion recaved u- 
niverſallie with ſo full conſent, that 
Prince and Peeres, Paſtors and peo- 
ple were all for Chriſt,one heart & 


one ſoule of theſe who beleeved, 


with ſuch evidences of Gods favour 
that the windowes & gates of hea- 
ven ſeemed to be opened, to raine 
downe upon this Land fpirituall 
gifts to ſave you , as ſometime they 
had beene readje to powre downe 
- raine todeſtroy the world, every 
. hand almoſt received ſome gitt, and 
every head crowned with ſome 
ace, with ſuch ſuccefſe that it 


rought 2 rate unitie,proſperitie, & 


peace 
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you themeath of ther religious wi- 
ſhes: they haue with vehement de. 
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ged in heart,or in countenance, and 
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peace upon Kirk & comon wealth, 
With ſuch power and preſcnce of 


the ſpint of God in converting, 
comforting & confirming his peo 
ple char Satan was ſcene-fall like 
lightening from heaven, the infide] 
and unbejeever caſting himiclfe 


downe on his face, and confeſſing 


that undoubtedlicGod was am6egſt 


yow, and in the middeſt of your 


meetings , as the ſoulcs of his own 
ſecret ones can beſt beare witneſle, 


twho have beene moſt ſubmitred ra 


that holie and happiec fimplicirie, 


the cffeftes whereof yer remays 
- ning inthe harts of mary, all world- 


ly power be it ncyer ſo violent fall 
not be able toremove it. 

And with fuch rerrour from God 
and the Kings Lawes, that ye wan- 
ted not your Theodaſians publikly 
humbling themſelves. The hardeſt 
hearted and havghtieſt were made 
to ſtoup, The Arheiſt either chan- 


ced to play the typocrite, the 
hs proud 
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proudeſt papiſt, eyther made like 


you, or made to leave 'you!'Herefit 
never hatched withinyour walles, 
andthe Babyloniſh brood of {chif. 
me in the infancietillthistyme was 
daſhed againſt the ſt5es. Ye ſought 
not then (my dere children) with 
TJohn and Tames like great Princes 
one'to fitt on the right hand, ano- 
ther on the left ; nor to be busked 
with earthly g lorie and Perſian 
pompe, berter beſeeming' the king: 
of the world, then the kingdome of 
Chriſt. The Carbuncles, the'Sa- 


phy yres, the Emeraulds, the Chry- 


olites, the old, rhe precious ſtones, 

wherewith my foundarion, walles, 
windowes, gates were ſet and ador- 
ned , were out of the Lords own 
theſauric . Your ambition was 
then ſet upon ſpirituall glorie, the 
coqueſt of ſyn apd Saran by the po- 
werfull puritic of the Word, Sacra- 
ments, and diſcipline, The joy of, 
your ſoules was to ſee Chriſt reig- 
ning inthe midCceſt of his _ 
| IK? 


his ſword dividin 
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is ſword dividing the father from 
the ſonne, and the ſonne from the 
father: yea & a man fr6 himſelf, par- 
ting the ſoule and the ſpirit, the 
joynts andthe marrow. and end- 
inginh glorie to God, and peace up- 
on earth .. Then werethe taberna. 
cles of God amiable;then provoked 
ye one another with cheerefulnes 


-togo up to the mountaine of the 


Lord, to'the houſe of the God of Ia- 
cob: ye were ſure there to learne 
his wayes, ahd how to walke in his 
pathes. Thenifound ye the Lord his 
gforic filling his Sanctuarie, and one 
of the largeſt ſprings of the blood 


_ of Chriſt from Eden watring the. 
Eitie of God, and glaiding your 


ſoules wearied with {1nne. This 
was my beaurie ſo truclie glorious 
in the fight of God and his Angels 
that alltheglorie of this lyfe is un- 
worthie to enter in compatiſon 
with it. Better to you to have this 
glorie under a crowne of thornes 
with our Saviour, ina'chaine with 
Paul, 
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of Nero, of Dartus,wherewith the 


and pitifullie (to my greatgreife) 
b bemnced. 
[| Fir goodues And ſurely your forgetful InNgre- 


wht {abs me*- titude wete incxpiable, if with the 


I} | Ber reſo-ni«- ocr of God wonderfully working 
F66% 1n the meanesot that glorioustefor. 
mation. We have to regrate that 
the Atheiſme of theſe dreggs of 
rymes and manners is become ſo 
Trols, that all events now are ſacti- 
[-oiouſly aſcribed toſecond cauſes. 
If Naaman his cure, or Anna her 
fruitfulnes, orthe Egyptiaor Baby- 


| 

3V; 

FH counted fooliſhnes and ſimplicitie 
3% of menover religious, upon the ig- 
| norance. of altcrations wroght by 
nature,or policic, toattribute them 
to God. Yer Godisthe Lord; Of 
him and through him and for him 


7 


el! then all the iplendor otTiberius, 


weak eyes of the world are dazled, 


WE orking of Mater ye remembered hotthe fine 


Janian libertie had fallen ovt in. 
theſe godles tyres, it had beene. 


are 


fs Ts OL ENS 


1; Da 
arcall things. Ezrah,Nehemiah, 
and the godly of that time acknow- 


ledge no leſs the wonderfull works 


ing of God in their redemption 
from the bondage of Babylon,then 


their fathers did their deliverance 
out of Egypr, Although the power _. 


of God was not fo miraculous in 


\ theone,as inthe other. Conſider a 
lirtle, and mark the conſtitution of 
the tynic before this reformation 


was wrought, the grandeur, pride;8 


inſolencies of my officcbearers the, 


the averſe diſpoſition & induration 
of the perlonages both at home 8& 
abroade, upon whom in mans eyes 
it did depend; the heatheniſh dark- 


nies of idolatric and palpable blind- 


nes of ſuperſtition, wherin the mul- 
tirude was wrapped,and ye fhal be 
forced to ſay, that he who would 
have intended a change of religis, 


might have received that deſparing 


anſwer, which a man of greart ſpirit 
and place, an enemie of Romiſh 


pride, anda deſirer of reformation. 


gave 
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E: Save concemion Luthers porpoſe; 
P Prater fre- ** Brother , brother goe to your cloyſ> 
: Ads po ter and ſay have mercy on me 0 God. 
rats ni All leene fecond cauſcs were poſ- 
Deus ting on in acontrarie courſe ; or 
ifany poſlibilitie ofalterationcould 
haue beene imagined, what hope 
| cou!d there have beene therof, ex- 
& © more gl«- Cept it had beene wrought - I with 
_ 5 :hinkd -- the edge of the ſword bathed in 
£11.11 blood: 2s Grofſtead the * hammer 
| Remanoram Of Rome ſaid 2 little before his 
| death: Yet (tothe endles praiſe and 
wonderfull gondncs and wiſdome 
of our God be it femembred }- the 
great worke was fo ſingularly 
brought about and perfected, that 
almoſt wirhout blood , except the 
blood of a few martyres, (wherein 
through the ſamie wiſdome and 
go0dnes, for commenting and ra- 
 tifying thetruth, the mouth of the 
ſword of perſecutors was dippcd,)} 
the whole bodie and ſhadow, fub-, - | 
ſtance and ceremonies, raote and Be. 
branches of Romiſh Idolatric were 
at once cut off HHS 
| Thus 
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- Thus by realbii of: the wonder. 
Fall mannerof Gods working,of m3 
-ownfeeling, and yours'of the worl- 
ders wrought amongſt you, and of 
- the teſtimonie of ' others both 

freinds and foes about'us, may.not 
7e with one voice fay and fi ing with, 
the Kirk, Pſal. 126," When the Lord' 
turned againe the captivitie of Sion, 
we were like them that.'dreamed , rhen 
was our month filled with anghrer. and 
| - our tonguewith ſinznig ;.* Then ſayd 
is they among the heathen "the Lord hath 
' done great things for them , the Lord 
|  * hath done great —_ for” us woof | 
| weare glad,” HE 
'$ "And would « God as your delive-" 
, Hice was it many things like that of 
4 Iſrael; fo;your infidelitie and un- 
thankfulnes were-not-like theirs; 
there aroſe. an - other'-generation 
which knew not the Lord, nor yet 
the work which he had done for If 
* racl. A:generarion notonely un. 
thankfull,but contumeliousagainſt - 
that olorious workof God & wor= 
"0 this. 


thie inflruments therof, and rhere- 
fore ready to bleſs that which the 
Lord hath curſed, and to build that 


which he hath deſtroyed., For is 


there not:ſtart up of late within my 
Skirts anew:{edt of ſhameleſs mifha- 
pen formaliſts(my indignation can- 
not bear {yu chmonſters) ) who bluſh 


not.to joyns.with my cnemies. the 


papiſts.in breathing our. xeproachs 
ful abloquies againſt your.reverend 
fathers and brethren , Calvin,Beza, 
Knox etc . 4s though ther zeale. A+ 
gainſt Romitſh,idolatrie( thedefot- 
 mities whereof by new colours are 


now beginning to ſeeme! beauties) . 


had been exceſſive; and by diſpara- 


- -% 
-»* *.. 


ging their credire to. bring the 


twarh preached, by. them in {blpi- 
tion , and thar- glorious work of re+ 
farmatis,wherin they.were-ſo wor; 
thy inſtruments.into queſtion. He 
that is the keeper.of Ifracll vindicat 


his owne cauſe, from. the blaſphe=- ” j 


mous mouth. and unceurh ſtrata» 
gcme vf this. omerationof vipers« /'. 


4 . 


O_ 


_ 


2 | ay i” ; 
'& Finally thatthe Lord might ſhew ,. 
is. - that he left nothing A have ed 
/ ® Yenot experienced the bleſſing of «ll her ene= 
' , Abraham;bath henot bleſſed them — — 
| who bleſſed you, and curſed them ;;. 
who curſed you; he hath been not 
onely our ſunne , but our ſhield. 
Whar inſtrument-:framed againſt 
you hathproſpered?:What tongue 
aryſing 'againſt you hath: not the 
Lord codemned? thatall the world 
might know,that God was your ſa- 
viour, and the ſtrong God of Iacob 
your avenger. Yourforraigre ene- 
 mies 'hane bene made the objeas 
_ of your pitie, and ſo many as haue 
rent my bowels within , have pert- 
| thedtragically in their own divices. 
No ſooner began they,till now , to 
reedifie the curſed walls of Iericho, 
but they have beene buried under 
_ theruines of them. All which hath 
; © procededofhis own good pleaſure. 
It ye ſhould ſay that the cauſe were 
© any worthynes in your ſelves above 


ther nations, not onely my ſpouſe 
B 2 Chriſt, 
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The preſent. 
diſtreB and 
doleful face 


ofthe K'rk. 
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0 _ 
Chriſt ; and his faithfull ſervant 


Moſes would cry out againſt you, 
burall the world that knowes what” 


ye are in other reſpetts : would 
kugh you'to ſcorne. The Lord who * 
ſhewes mercie 'on -whom' he will 
thew mercie, ' hath done it.» Itgjs 
wonderfultinimy es, and (hou 1 
have: movedthe moſt obdured,and 
ftonie hearts:amongſt youto melt, 
& an{werably to ſpend theinſelves 
to his honout in the dutrics of holi- 
fies-and righteouſnes , which alas 
ye have nor done, 'as now ſhall ap- 
peare by the ſequel of your iniqui- 
ties, caſting me your poore mother - 
ihto ſo great a'doole & defolation,' 
which is the ſecond point of your 
Chriſtian confideratioh: propouh- 
ded in the beginning. ifs : 
' Would [God it might pleaſe 
bin to blefſe your ſentleſle ſoules 
with a holy remembrance of thar 
which ye once were , and from 
whence ye are fallen. Ye would 
furely finde, that as in manners and 
converſation 


powbnening 


 continuall importunitie' deaving 


T9 
converſatio From: {mall beginnings 


by degrees ye are..now come. to 


ay abominations; ſo both in the 
fe of your profeſſion , and inthe 
ct, worſhip ot God, ye are 
further fallen from that which of 
lare ye were, then now. your cafc 
$ diſtant from that which ye feare. 
* To let paſs the deiperate pro- Crying fry 
faneſs of many crying fins eyen be- of the godles | 
yond the cry of Sodome { confi de. multimde, | 
ring all the circumliapces of the 34 of 
mercie of God, of the meancs and ihe beſt 
ſpace grauntedto you torepent) by Cad poſſe " 
S ſors. "YA 


the cares of divine juſtice, thar had 
not the Lord had reſpe&to ſomeof 
his ſecret ones ; who knecle before 
him day and night to continue his 
gracious fayour with you, miſre- 
garded of the world, but my chari- 
ots and horſmen; had he nota pur- 
pole to prevent the inſolencies of 
my enemies, 7 have ſayd I would 


ſcatter them abroad, I would make their 
remembrance to ceaſe fro amongst men, 


B 3 ſave 
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ſave that 1 feared the furieof the ene. 
mic, leſt their adverſaries ſhould waxt 
proud. And which is principall,did 
not the Lord for his own names 
ſake, and thepraiſe of his mercy 
ſpare me, we had Jong ſince beene 
 conſumed'and the enemy had en- 
tered within my gates . ' To let 
paſſe that lukewarmenes & careles ' 
medioctitie in the matters of God, 
that neutrall adiaphoriſme jn my | 
affaires, which hath in it a native 
and proper power to haſten at the 
hand of God the removall of my 
candlcſtick, and to bring in the ta- 
mine of the word. For how can 
the Lord without indignatis ſuffer 
men to eſteeme baſcly of the leaſt 
circumſtance, which he willeth ro 
be obſerved. And not to infiſt in 
that fall from your fiſt love, decay 
of your wonted zeale, ſecret inde- 
votion even in true chriſtians: 
where is that wonted power and 
demonſtrati6 of the {pirit in preaches 
ing? that chcerfulnes in holy ex- 

erciſes? 


08 .....* i 
erciſes ? that circumſpedt walkin 
before God in all your wayes? that 
preparation to divine dueties? thar 
ſpirir of deprecations? that ſpiritual 
profite of hearing, communicating, 
meditation, and conterence © that 
conſciencious diligencein winning 
of others, & working upon your ac- 


* quaintice to bring them within rhe 


bolome of my love? thar jealouſie 
over your hearts? that indignation 
againſt crrours, idols, Apoſtates? Is 
not the life of religion condemned 
under the n2mes of hypocrifte, ſin- 
gularitie , melancholic, famplicitie, 
puritaniſme ctc. And thelight rhete- 
of either ſmothered under the aſhes 
of this errant tyme , or put 1n a 
theetes bowet ; ſo that the godly 
now born down with a baſtard mo- * 
deſtie, and ſpirituall puſillanimitic, 
difſemble and conceale the graceot 
God for eſchewing the ſhame & ot- 
fenceof the world, which the wic- 
ked not long fincc,oid fimulat, and 
counterfeyt for currying of credire 
| B 4 viith 


& TOE 
& g 
- a o_ 
4a Ar natriegyr nt a an > 
en 5c VET.. 
NI: a reds wer + Ot Pet OF 
IVE. ” 
x 


4 AI mon een - 
RI - weat on 
, 


Y 3? NY 
R ai, ro een, 
"4. eh In 


Ab noarmdls nb 
aw 


nat tr $0 er Inn IR 
Rs woe roo re re: 
_ 


EE eas, 


. Wt © 
oh 


thn ny, Ar 


—_——_— 
__ 


- Len 
> ORR ng, Hh " 


opening a gens rr et 
> 
Cee ee 


lf The glory of - 
it the Kirk tur- 
' wed mto 


| fhame. 


22 
with meand my tollovyers. 

Bnt leaving all theſe; F, comero 
complaine of the alteration made 
upon my outvvard face and govet-. 
ment. May nor novv, as oncethe + 
vvorld becomming Arriati, poure 
out my ſighes, and vvonder hovy 
ſo ſuddenly I am changed fromithat. 
vvhich I vvas, and become that. 
vvhich novy TI aw « 'Allthe rites of 
Rome are-not more odious ro ma- 
ny novv, then my preſent ceremo-. 
nial csſtitutis vvas to them of late. 
The formes-and fruites of preach- _ 
ing feartully changed, the cryſtal- 
line fountaines of holy Scriprure 
rroubled* with the mudd of 'mans 
putide learning ,' the* miniſtration 
of the Sacraments þrought in un- 
deranew guiſe of mans ſhaping,the 


 painfull miniſterie turried - -into x 


bufie Lordſhip, and theſe who are 


ſet over ſoules, & ſhould warre un- 


to God are become ſeculars ; intan- 
gling themſelves with the affaires of 
this 


4 
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23 . 
this life; nothing but a pompous 


ſhadow. for Gads ſimple, ſervice; 
Demas & Diotrephes are become 


the paterns of wildome and prze- 
minence;Chryſoſtome is thruſt our 
and Arſatius placed-in hisrowme, 


beloved Liberius is ſet a ſyde and 


Iightlied, Fcoelix is-ſet to feede rhe 


flock; pratling tymeſervers are be. 


come preachers, & powerfull paſ(- 
tors put to ſilence ; plaine and fre- 
quent pr exching reproved a redd 
Iiturgie: commended; Alevite fora 
Preiſt,, and lefſe then a levitefor 


"P mouth and meſſenger t to Gods peo- 


ple; Non reſidents with their flat- 


rering varlots fir. in the chaires of. 


dignitic , fed withpluralitie of be- 


 nefices, and painfull promoovers of 
© the Kinedome of Chriſt, and ſub. 
- Verters of Antichriſt with. 1900- 


tance. the mother of devotion, 
borne down and deſpiſed ; Labou- 
rers vexed with anguiſh of Spirit, 
& loyterers live. in wealth & eaſe. 
In the tyme of confuſion , wicked men 

B 5 e—_ 
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attayne to honours, and that ſeat of dig 
ritze wherof in a peaceable common 
wealth they d:ſpared, in the tyme of 
trouble they hope to procure, Com- 
mandes are cancelled, Canons are 


f deſpera: cam made commandes. And as Gerſon 


complained in his tyme, a Mozhke 


| { - $4 26h more ſevercly puniſhed for going with. 


out his cowle,then for comitting adultc- 
vie or ſacrilege. Or as Chaucer, zhe 
Fryer more bound to his habit then a 
man to his wife. The dutics of Mi- 
niſters, and edification of Chriſti- 
ans tyed to the ſenſles pradtife of 
trifling ceremonies . And hence 
weſceit 1s, that old hypocrites are 
become profciſed Atheiſts ; Phila- 
delphian proteſfors are come to 
a Laodicean temper, Papiſts wax 
inſolenrand obſtinate; the faithfull 
paſtors either put fro the building 
of the Sanctuaric,or forced to build 
with the onc hand, and with Nehe- 
miah to beare off theſe corruptions 
with the other; the people through 
publick contradictions and preſent 

Pins, practiſes 


pratiſes contrary to late preach. 
ings,know not what wayto incline. 
Bur as uſually it fallerh our in mul- 


|. _ titudes when they are ſhaken with 


contrarie doarines, and toffed be- 
twixt errour and trueth, from'be- 
ing doubtfullin queſtions moved a- 
bout religion. their hearts in end ate 

opened, and themſclves made na- 

ked to receive everie corruption Ge 
vanitie. As the contentions about 
Eutyches opinion thruſt outChriſt 
and brought in Mahomer. Yea ex- 
cept the Lord reſtreyne and ſtay, 
they ruſh into Atheiſme in opinio, 
and Epicureiſme in converſation, 

where through thelyte of religion 
is utterly extinguiſhed. The cafe of 
religion herein nor being unlike 
unto that of the miſerable woman 
 1nPlutarch; whs her ſuters divided 

amongſt themſelves in members, 

becauſe that every one could not 
have her whole. Thus ſhe periſhed 
and they were diſappoinred. What 
may be the finall event, your ſynnes 
may 
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pray make you; Miro feare; what 
all be, the alpowerfull God, | 
a rules, all events, knowes well... 

11 This ye may ce atleaſt, that pul- © 
oe. pits and {chogles' , taverns and ale- - 
L houſes, towne and village , Gath& ' 
Askelon, are all buſted with theſe 
{: broyles .. 'Which' make 'me the 
\ | daughter of Sionto complaine and 


ti in doole to deplore that'in ſo dil- 
t treſſed a cale', there is no compaſſi- 
7 | on in my. ſornes. Tharof ſo many 
= whome 1 have brought forth and 
73 brought up, there be fo few ro.c6- 


fort me, almoſt nope to guide me 
or take me by the hand. Yea after 
tryall I finde that my own miniſ- 
| ters and domeſtickes , beholding 
2F the invention of their own head CS, 
ts | &concupiſence of theirown hearts, 
| The ceuſcr5 without reſpect to God or his word 
- eugbogy are the prime authors'of my cala- 
| mitie, the 
Jane thee -mitie 8&.aQors of this my miſchief, 
| ) Gave beene according to the bitter complaint 
a envcr of the godly learned of old, ſearch- 
irks hbere- 
| 5 ang the cauſes of alt the abuſes, 


| TD. wher: 
=. 
we 
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whervith the gloriegt thechriſtian 
Kirks my ſiſters in thetyme oftheir — + 


7 
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- faced.” .I will content me.with two 


witneſſes , who ſpeaking of their 
own tymes, directly point at ours, 


_ &raxing the enormitiesoftheKirks 


then,paint our in lively colours our 
prefent cotruptions, that we may 
ſeethe coincidence of the courſe of 
ſyrine and may feare the {tmilitude 


\ 


. . The one. is, learned Gerſon a- Seme of ths 
bout the yeare 1420. who obſerved wen out 
two principalkcaulſes of. the ſickneſ-;[ ole | 
ſes. & foares of the Kirk in his tyme.. of Soipture 
One was' the-.neglecing of the #4 multi 
lawes of God and direction of plying of . 
Scriptures., andthe multitude of 
mans inventions....Ng tongue (ſayth 
he). is able ſufficiently to expreſſe, what 
evill FR what daunger 5 what confuſion, 
the contempt of holy Scriptures ( which. 
doubileſſe is ſufficient. for the govern- 
ment of the Kirk, for otherwayes Chriſs. 
had beene an unperfeet Lawgrver) 6nd | 

79D F/36 


8 | 
the following of humane inventions 
hath brought intothe Kirk, For proot 
hereof he addeth, let wes conſider the 
Fate of the cleargic, to which hcavenly 
wiſdome' ſhould hawe'beenc eſpouſed. 
But they have committed whordome 
with that filthie harbot,earthly, carnall, 
and divel:ſhwiſdome; ſo that the eſtate 
of the Kirk s become meerely brutiſh & 
monſtrous, heaven is below, and earths 
above, the ſpirit obeyeth, and the fleſb 
commannaeth , the principall is estee. 


"© mea as acceſſorie , and'the acceſſorie as 
©", principall. Yet ſome ſhame not to ſay, 
that the Kirk is better governed by hu- 


mane inventios, then by the divine law, 


. and the law of the goſpel of Chrif, 
», which aſſertidis moſt blaſphemous. For 


the Euanzclicall doftrine by the profeſ- 


ſors of it did inlarge the bounds of the 


Kirk, and lifted her up to heaven, 
which theſe ſonnes of Hagar ſeeking ont 
that wiſdome which is fromthe Earth, 
haue caſt down to the dunghill. And 
that it is not wholly fallen, and utterly 
overthrowne and extincz,it is the great 

mercie 


'1 


+3 
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ct 20 
mercy of our God and Saviour. ©2545 Y 
The other cauſe of the Kirks-ruine The «variee | 
he obſerved to be , the ambition, ©4,92=# | 
ug | of Biſhops 
pride and covetouſnes of Biſhops, *-** | 
and their Hierarchy. He fpareth 
not to ſay, that in imitation of Lucifer 
they will be adored and worſhiped as 
God. Neither doe they think themſelves 
ſubiet to any, but are as ſonnes of Be. 
lial that have caſt off the yoke, not en- 
during whatſoever they doe, that a- 
ny ſhould ask them , why they doe ſo, 
they neither feare God, nor reverence 
men, Hence was it, that not one- 
ly.hee, but innumerable others of 
-the wiſe men,& holyeſt of the Kirk, 
fonged and looked for a reformati- 
on, a longtime before Luther was 
borne; wiſhing that all things were 
brought back to thar eſtate, they 
were in the tyme of rhe Apoſtles. 
And what wonder, that perceiving 
among our ſelues, the ſame cauſes 
and many-the like effects, we trem- 
ble for feare of a more dangerous 
recidivations 
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tbe profentty 


#2 


of kirkmen. 


; Cauſes out of s - | 
 Ne(4,--: rem aman learned & pithie.,- who 
ina ſermon betore: Pope Vrbanthe 


” J . 


, y : : > o 'S) ' | . 3 % : 
he. other witnes' is Nicolas O- 


” 


tyft.inthe yere 1364, noteth among 
many. moe, theſe cauſes of the ap- 
proaching miſerie of the Kirk. The 
profanitie ofthe Kirk;beyond'the. 
ſynagogue, we know ({:yth he) how 


Chriſt rebuketh the Phariſes, the clear- 


vie of the ewes for cowetouſynes i.\for 
that they ſuffered doves, tobeſould in 


 thetempleof God 2. for that they ho« 


poured Go with therr lipps and not 
with their heart, and becanſe they ſayd, 


but did not. 3. for that they were hy- 


pocrites ,,*. To the rſt then let ts. 
ſee whether it be. worſe to ſell both 
Kirk and ſatraments,: then to ſuffer 
doves to be {ould in the temple. - To 
the ſecond, there .be ſome who neither 
honour Gad with their heart nor with 
their lipps, who neither doe well, nor 


ſay well, . neither doe they preach any 


word at all, but be dumve doggs not a- 
ble to barke , impudent doges that ne- 
ver have ynough . CAnd iruely there 

| be 
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be alſo ſome,whoſe intollerable pride of 
malice s ſo manifefly 'aud notoriouſly 
kindled up like afyre, that no cloke ox 
ſhadow of x pas can coverit . But 
areſopaſt all ſhame that it may be well 
verified of them , which the Prophet 
ſpeaketh-, Thou haſt gotttn the face of” 

an harlote , thou wouldeſt not bluſh. 
Another caule isthe unxqual pro- Want of 
portion ſeen in the Kirk, where one f” the Kok: J 
1s hungrie and ſtarved, an other 


be, that the ſtate of the Kirkcan 
long endure, As he clearcth by the 
compariſon of the proportions in 
Muſik in common wealths, and in 


' the bodie of man, wherupon he in- 
/ ferreth. 1fin the bodieof the wealth 
| Eccleſiafticall ſome who'be the heads 


be ſo enormouſly overgone in riches and 


7 dignity that the weak mzbers of the boe 


| dybe ſcant able to beare themup,there is 
| great token of diſſolution and ruine 


ſhortly. A third cauſe is the pride pyide of 


| of Prelates declared in their great Prelates, - 


hotles, troupes oi horſemen, the | 
C luper- | 
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happy were we, if we were not mil. 


$550 ay 


ſuperfluous pomp of their waiting 


men and great tamilies .. To them 
the Lord ſpeaketh by the Prophet 
Amos, ch,.4. Hear you fatted kine of 
Samaria, ye that doe poore men wrong 
-G —_ the needythe day ſhall come 


Divers 01h, 4p018 you 8c, Belides theie he alle- 


geth the tyranny of Prelates, which 


. as itisa violent thing, ſo it cannot 


long indure ,the promoting of the 


-,unworthie, and neglecting of the 


.worthie , the tribulations of out- 
-ward- policie, & comotions of peo- 
-ple, the refuſing of correQion in 
the Princes and Rulers of tac Kitk, , 
the backſliding from righteouſnes, 
lack of diſcreer and learned preach- 
:ers, promoting of children unto. 
Kirk offices, . and ſuch other like. 


"This ſermon changing the name & 


time, might ſeem to haue bene ſtu- 
died for our preſent eſtare. And 


caried with the perillous opinions, + 
which heaſcribes to the Prelates of 7: 
thattime. Once opinion isof them * 

who 


33 
| , whothinke the Prelates tobee the 
| Kirk, whichthe Lord will alwayes 
keep, and never forſake. An other 
who deferred time, thinking that 
\ the cauſes & tokens before rehears- 
fed, havebeen inthe Kirk at other 


timesnoleſſe thennow. The third + 


of ſuchas ſay, Let come what will 
come, let'usconforme our felves ro 
| this world, and rake our time with 
temporizers. And thelaſt is of ſuch 
as being unfaithful, beleeve not that 
- _ any :uch thing ſhall come. But ſo 
1  longas men are drunken with one 
, / or mae of thoſe errors, what hope 
> is thete of happinefſle of recovery ? 
- : Wemight heate Henricys de Haſia 
9 inthe yeare 1371. ſpeaking that of 
e. _ our times which he ſaid of his own, 
& That the EcileſiaFicall governours 
U- | in the primitive Kirk were compared 
1d | #0 the Sunne ſhining in the day time, 
il- "and the political to the Moon ſhining 
15, wn the night. But the ſpiritual men 
Ot *which now are,doe neither ſhine in the 
em day nor in the night. But rather with 
ho C2 "+ '886 
v0 
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| Cauſes 
broauzht by 
the-Bijhop 
of Spaleto, 


- - 


34. 
the darkneſſeof 5 pmpicty, ignorance, and | 
"licentiogs liujng, doe obſcure both the 
.day andthe night. _. 

"The renowned Biſhop of Spalato, 
as holy Fernard before him , com» 
plaines more bitrerly of that dam- 


_ couple of crying ſins, Avarice 


and Ambition, two monſtrous 
beaſts,and ravenous Harpies, which 
have ſeized, upon the harts of Kirk 
men in the time of peace; then of 
the crueltic of perſecution and craft 


of Sag Bi hich WE iu to 


SE LEES 


thed with, gar my o Frauf Che ig {s 
beirothed hemfelfe fo me, &c. And 
afterward, 7 hey have thruſt upon the 


"world their owne inventions, and ef a- 


bliſhed their own ordinances.not arawn 
out of that teflament, which my ſpouſe 
left to me and them , namely the hol 
k criptures , but craftily hammered-out | 


«j 


| 


4 a= 
of their own capricious Projects,' aud 

. tending to tbe prejudice of your poore 

| ſoules my deere children. So true its, . 


thatwealth is a viperine broad of deys- _. 

, | Coreſte paſa. 
tion. Riches heaped together for reve- ſim oper in 
rence of ſo great a function , almoſt tani officy 
have removed the cauſe of reverence, 'verent fo 

. [1 
And leſt my calamity ſhould ?;1,,m” 
ſeeme common, or my preſent mi- excinxerunt, 
ſcries to be leſſe,then the greatneſle 0,1, 


of my by-paſt felicities, may not e- from Naxj- 


_ very feeling ſoule rightly affected «xn 


towards unity & verity, mournful- 


'. \ly deplore this my eſtate in the 


words of N2z/anzen,deſcribing the 
 caleof the Kirk in his time to this 
meaning. cMymind (ſayes he) leads 
2ne, ſeeing there ts no othey remedy, to 


 fleeand convoy my ſelfe unto ſome cor= 


ner out of ſieht where I may eſcape fro 
the a} tempeſt of maliciouſneſſe, 
whereby all parts areentred into deadly 


| -- warre among themſelves , and that 


 bttle remnat of love which was, now 4 
conſumed to nothing. The onely godl;. : 
#es we glory in, is 10 find out ſomewhat 2 

C 3 wherby 


Ps. © . 
whereby we may indge others t6 be mn<. 
godly. one of ws obſerves the faults of | 
another as matters of upbraiding, and 
#08 of mournitizg. By theſe meanes we + 
art growne hatefull,evenin the eyes of 
the heathen themſchues , and (which 
wounderh us the more deeply )we cannot 

 _» denybutwe have deſerved theirhatred., 

_ *- withthebetter ſort of our own our cre- 

dit and name « quite loft : the leſſe- 
wee are to marvell , if they iudee vily. 
of us,\who although wee did well, would 
hardly commend us. On our backes 
they alſo build,that are leaud;and what 
we 0bject one againſt another, the ſame 
chey uſe to the utter ſcorne and diſerace 
of ws all. ; 
tit. 7%. But I come now my bcloved 
dutic requi- brethren, tothe conſcience of your 
red of us i. duty-in this caſe ( which. was the 
_ 5 third and principal purpoſe)the re- 
 gofideratiss igion whereof will bind fo. many 
| as think ſerioufly of the exceeding 
bountifulneſſe of God'to mee his 

Kirk,and upon.my manifold croſſes, 

. hereonearth., 
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One common dutie of all is,that!_nd ff » 
ſecing they be all under ;the guiltt;1common due 
nes of ingratitude, and ate become-? 7 bn 
2 finfull nation, loaden now with: :pox al, 
iniquitics,. as ye have: been. with: 
mercics before, which doe provoke 
the Lord to'remove his kingdome 
alrogether from you, andto give it 
to others that would bring tarth 
the fruics thercof (according to the 
conſtant courſe ot the ſeverity of his 
Juſtice, both with his own people 
the Tewes; and with.many other fa- 
mous Kirkes inthe Eaſt and Weſt, 
_ givenovet to belcevethat grear lye, 
becauſe they received not the love 
of the truth,and rendred not tothe 
great King, the fruits of his king- 
dome in'dueſealon) that now be- 
fore the fierceneſſe of his wrath 
come on,all of you,from the hovſe 
of David to the houſe of Levi, look 
wirh melting hearts, and mourning 
eyes upon him, whom you have 
Pierced with your iniquities. Oh 
that yee had lights to (earch your 
T C4 heasts 


5 7 . 


3s 


- Hearts,and hearts to repent for your 
finsinthe evening of this your day, 
that ye could turne unto the Lord: 
with one heart before yee bee over-- 
whelmed with darknefſe.. At leaſt, 


if in theſe godleſſe and devotionleſs; + 


dayes, wherein all your wonted af. 
ting is turned into feaſting, a gene-- 
ral humiliation cannot beobtained: 
yethatare the Lords owne, and de-: 


light in his tents, yee tht love the 
beauty of Sion, and have accefle to 
the face of God, contend with him 
by -the ſpirit of deprecation, fill 

our chalmers with ſtrong cries, fill 

caven and earth with the grones 
of his owne ſpirit, poure out teares 
day and night, take hold of theking 


. of glory, wraſtle with him as be- 


comes Iſracl, pray againe andagaine 
wich Abraham; ſet him not depart 
our of your hearts, nor from his 
owne tabernacles in this land; your 


God lookes to be intreated;loves ro 


beimportuned, he is loth to leave 


you altogether. Ne 


5 


comes 


», eee EEE 


(udden eclipſe. . 


*_ as eſtabliſh "St is not with 


\ | Ezek.10c4. then to the entry of the 
' mountain towards the Eaſt {ide of 
the citie, chap. 11. 23. Better keepe 


through the ſtreetes when hee is 


** vers of Babe], to burſtout in bitter 
tearcs in remembrance of ſweet wr 


try the] pirit,and ro know with cer- ,;, 


”— om 


39.. 
comes upon-you, but lik e that of. 
old when the glory of the Lord de- 
parted by degrees : firſt, from the 
Cherub to the doore of the houſe, 


gate of the Lords houſe, V.19. then 
from the midſt of thecitic td the 


his preſence now, then ſeeke him. 


gone... | Chooſerather to. mourn. in 
Sion for preuenring comfortles Ba- 
bel, then ficting defolare by the ri- 


on. The triall begins upon Paſtors, 

but ye know not upon whom it 

ſhall tay. 

- The large time of ſo faire Occ Tv _ 

fion in the ſchoole of Chriſt, ©” of end | 

quires two things now at _ profeſſors, | 

hands. Oneis, that yee bee able to as ed [ 
Y 1 


tainty what to follow: The way 


the 


the Romans to reſt upon ablinde- 
faith, receiving for tiuth wharſoe- 
ver carries my name'or authority ; 
nor with the rich man in the Gof- 
pell,to wiſh that one may riſe from 
the dead faryour {atisfaRtion. Nei. 
theras it was in the time of Elah, 
to ſeek' for a' miracle from heaven, 
nor yet to run to any-on earth for 

_ decifiorrof all queſtions; for within 
and amongſt your ſelves all are di- 
vided, and without Papiſts are your 
enemies; Proteſtants are ſtrangers 
to your ſecrets , and unacquainted 
with your covenants and oathes : 
your comfort may be that your fa- 
ther died nor inteſtate. Lethis teſta- 
ment bee read with attentiuereve- 
. rence. Search his larrer will which 
hchath left for a plain and perfe& 
direction to his comming againe. 
 Confider what is moſt agreeable ro 
his wiſedome, what makes moſt for 
his honoar, for the edification of 
ourowne foules, for the reftraint 
of the liberty of the fleſh, and = 

| C 
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thocomfort 88a Aiftreſed confet:” 
ence, withoutrefpe&to the appea- ; 
ratices of wiſedome and humility a-_ 
mong men, orto that which ſcems : 
moſt' to ſerve ro your worldly cre- | 
dit,that wooes your fleſh, or courts 
your carnall ſenſes 7 for this will bee 
a meager conſolation, when thehor- 
rors of God are upon your foules. 
ready, to be preſented before his Iu-' 
ſtice. Continue in the things yee. 
have learned and are perſwaded of, . 
knowing of whomyee have learned 
them. Have yee attained by a con- 
{cientious uſe of prayer, hearing, 
meditation, conference,unto a pet- 
ſwaſton of that which is now in de- 
bate; have ye an inward witnes tel- 
tifying to your ſoules, that your 
teachers by their fidelity,& the effe- 
cual bleſſing of God upon theirla- 
bours, have caried with thEthe ſeale 
of their miniſtery*Then corinue 8& 
bee not caried about with every” 
' wind of dodtine to the hlliſh diſ- 
turbance of the heavenly peace of 
WP your 


your ſoules. In thetime of tentati-,. 

on ponder . with your hearts what. 
better warrants yee have for ſome. 
ractiſes of religion more ſubſtanti. | 
 allin mens eſtimation, and whether 
the motives of the, one alteration 
may notas wel inforce rhe other.As. 
ye ſhould beable to try your ſelves, 
whetherye are in the faich or nor, 
which Paul requirethof the whole. 
Kirk of Corinth, ſo ſhould ye have: 
Skill to try the ſpirits, wherher they, 
be of God ornot. For-ſuch are per. - 
verted,as are ever learning, & never 
come tothe knowledge of thetruth. 
And as in reſpec& of the time yee 
ought to be teachers, and to be able. 
 toedifie every one another in the 
moſt holy faith , ſo are yee charged 
by the Apoſtle Peter to. be ready.to 
g1ve an account,even to your ene- 
mies ofthar hope which is in you. 
He that hath faith can try himſelfe, 
can try the ſpirits,and teach others, 
and piye a reaſon both of his hope 
and praQtiſe before the chan . 
| The 


Metis apoio uh Lge 


RB 


of The other is,that once having gai- Sec6dly,veas 
'"nedagodly reſolution of thetruth, pn 15 
"you luffernorhing carthly,zo divert ce} poyu | 
.you from the-profeſſion:& mainte- of themed 
',nanceof the fame. It is now high _— 
- time for you who have been, hcar- 
ing of Chriſt ſo many yeares, to be 
put to your trial, how yee have lcar» 
ned- Chriſt, & to give proof of your. 
paſhve obedience, when the Lord 
. calles you,nolefle then of your ac- 
tive. Offences, ſchiſmes, troubles, 
perſecutions, have been.n all times, 
& in every period of the Kirk hath 
opened a back doore. for a world- 
ling to flip forth at. Others betore 
TE dm had their own triels,& theſe 
in the diſpenſation of Godare now 
made ours. Hee hath never been a 
Chriſtian inaRion, thar harh nor 
beena martyr in affection. And (let 
the world ſtjHf fitin the chaire ofthe 
{corners ) that profeſſor thar will 
\ not bee a ceremoniall confefſor, 
would refuſe to bee. a ſubſtantiall 
martyr. The ſmalleſt rhxeed - 
te 


—_. 


the ſeamleſſe coat of thy Savique, 


-** theloweſthei of his garment, the 
-. --leaftpirror latchet of thar heavenly 
'- tabernacle maybeamatterof a glo- 


' rious and'tomftortable ſuffering to. 


& 


thee, 'And the leffe the cauſe be, it 
being Chriſts cauſe, the more 'rare 
& acceptable is thy teſtimony. The 


' heartniay be ſound, and voydof I- 

_ _ dolatrie, and yet the outward afti- 
on of adoration may prove Idola- 

© trous; - Knowledge is grearer, and 
Chriſt now more glorious, by con- 

: feffions,martyrdomes, preſcription 
of time, and profefſion of all nati- 


ons,then in the primitive times. He 
that now counteth itno religion to 


renounce'a Chriſtian rite, and re- 


ceivean Antichriſtian in place ther. 


'of, would nothave ſpared of old,to 
ſet Antichriſt himſelfin the throne 


of Chriſts kingdome, We are un- 
thriftie | bankerupts , waſting that 
theſaurie unworthily, every penny 
whereof was painfully and narrow- 
ly gathered together. The _ 


IOC. » a Pokes 


thy martyrs of | 
glorious inſtruments of reformati. 
on, if they were alive in theſe 'de- 


caying dayes, how would they bee | 


aſhamed of ſo degenerated. chil. 
dren? Howready would they be in 
your places to ſuffer for the name 
of Chriſt? Or if yee hadlived in 


- their rroubleſome times,ſpoyled of 


your goods, harcd of the world, 
pinched in prifon, ſcqueſtrate from 
wife, houſe, and children, looking 


every houre for dearh'':/ confi- 


der what would have been your 


thoughts of infidelity,” your words 
of blaſphemy , your deeds of de- 
feion. | Om en 


" It it pleaſe my glorious head to You care 
ex Sect. yo 
call you to ſuffer for his name, let ,,,f,rm 


your care bee (2s Peter hath taught ſufferings 


you ) 1. to ſanRifie. him ih your 
hearts,and not to feare the feare of 
men. 2, to hee ready with your 
mouthes to moke apologie to every 


one thar craverh a reaſon of your 


hope : and 3. to have a good con- 
 verſation 


eceding times, and. 
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yerſatien.in Chriſt, that they who 
Apeak cyiltof you may be aſhamed. - 
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And let your comfort be, 1. agood 


; fllienorearilng ups two grounds; 
fer for wel doing,the 
other, that the will of -God: bee ſo: 
-For how ſaever all Chriſtians be cal- 
Jed to ſuffer, yer every one is not _ 


called to every ſuffcring. 2. your 


conformitie with .Chrift. And z._ 
-the aſſurance, of an happy our-gate 


by his power, who was put to death 
in the fi-{, but was quickned in the 
ſpirit, and.now ſtands on the right 


hand of the father ro maintaine his 


owne, and to revenge himſelf upon 


his enemies. Deceive not your 
| ſelves. with worldly policie, under 
...,. thename of that heavenly vertue of 


Chriſtian prudence , which doth 
nothing, intendeth nothing, admit- 
teth nothing,in deed,in word,or in 
ſhew, neither by diſlimulation nor 
fimulation againſt the honour of 
God,in prejudice of the leaſt truth 
againſt the love of your brethren, _" 

ne 
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Ge duties of your: own” vacation: 
Prudence never doth'the leaſt evill 
for-procuring the greateſt good, for 
avoydingthe greateſt evill.: Shee is 
carefull of her own duty; 'and com- 
mits the care of the eventto God, 
to whom it pertaines.. She is nevet 
fo perplexed berwixt twoevils, bur 
her eyeſceth an oiut- gate without 
falling into athird evil of ſin. She 
. teacherth her followers either with 
Cyprian ina matter ſb holy, as is 
the caſting of- a little incenſe into 
the fire of an' idoll not'to enter in 
\ dcliberation; or elſe after delibera- 
tion with that worthy Prince of 


Conde 'to- make the right choyce, 


never to chooſe ſinzto remit puniſh- 
ment tothe pleaſure of ſuperiours, 
and the ſucceſſe to the providence 
of rhe moſt high. u 


Beſide that common neceſſitic Special! duty 
hyd'\uponyou allin generall, there *f?#o7:- 


is a ſpecial}dutie at this time requi- 
red of my Paſtors an ileaders. The 
 ſchooles of divinity, which of late 
D were 
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tomy buildings, arebecame dennesg 


fien.. .. T;hefonnes, of the;Prophers 


fares of ſincerity : in place of. the 
batmonyof Chriſts Eyangel deaued 
with dyzed. contentions about Anz 
tichriſtians geniculation,., Amang 
their ſchovle Dottars; \ſonnes of If 
maeldefcended of. Hagar; TM: ifmahk | 
Duma and <Maſſa., je ce 
F Audi,vi-Yeachers, | all.;-mcn of, 


de, tace. 


t Rrcondite and hjd - Jeaining , -the. Ont 
Worn & Rabbi (but, Hae hen-hate pa. he: 
OCcuit et Yue brew at all) whom Gad 1ath maT 
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kd many. wvayes pon Saf ceches, 
preachings, and pradtifes, buterly, 
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143 who: ſtand ;conſtant. agaialt.. thaty 
witich of late; he himfeife;condem- 
ped of ſuperſtition & idalatry both 
by word and "” writ, Yet extant a» 
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ofignorance;and impiety,, ſinkes of 
Rivkus and {edition for my-ſubycr. 


are made; enemics ta prophehie, in 
ſtead. of conyicions ot-herefie, hea, 
ring notbing.almoſt,; but.the cen | 


24s ihinnch -: condemnexh them, for; hexetickes, 


. 
' _ a. I _ 


TE 49 
mong his ſcollers in his patched and 


plagiarie colleftions written by ma- 
ny of their hands. Thus alas my 
glory is become my ſhame, my. foil- 
taine a puddle,my Najoth,my beau- 
ty,is become my loathing, my. de- 
formity. Hence forſooth ſhall bee 
furniſhed that plentic of excellent 


| labourers cracked of, to fill the pla- 


ces of my faithfull watthmen, for 
their fidelity filencedand deprived, 
Had my worthy Paſtors but the fa-. 
vour of papiſts now, or popiſh 
monkes of old,caften forth of their 
places, but not out of their livings, 
our young divines fore-runners (if 


' everany) of religions ruine, would 


neither, like the lyons whelps, make 
ſo great haſte by their pricking 
pawes to get outof the matrix, and 
in intotheir roomes, nor yet make 


_ theirmother ſopregnantand partu- 


rient. I may hope for ſome of Lu- 
thers ſpirit forth of theſe Cloyfters; 
andI befeech my God ro give them 
the ſpiritof diſcerning. But for the 

2 moft 


gym 


moſt part they werenever taught 
to ſpeak againſt papiſts for thetruth, 
todeale with the ſoules of people, 
__ norto live as Chriſtians, and yet 
48  _ muſtlaytheirhandsupon the Lords 
|| Arke, temerating my ſacred myſte- 
I! ries,cntring unreverely with ſhooes, 
Tt | . andall into my Temple, and mak- 


110 ing that holy miniſtery a meane of 
"nl! temmporall life unto themſelves, 
W more thena power of ſpirituall life 
”5 to cthers. 


\* Thediſcharge of their calling is 
conforme to their education and 
entry, and anſwerable to the wiſhes 
; of the wicked people, and wiles of 
i the worldly patrones. In conver- 
ſation they and others before them 
ſolewd, thatnow it is eſteemed pu- 
 ritaniſme in a Paſtor not to be pro- 
phane. Every man and miniſter 
carcfullto walk before God, ſtudi- 
ous of Scripture, and given to any 
abſtinence in his dict, as of old hee 
was ſet down by 1thacins in his Ka- 
lendar of fuſpeed Prifcillians : fo 
ends EM | now 
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now by men of Ithacius ſpirit, - in 


rouhn ies 47 od 


SI 


theroll ot Puriranes , who cannot 
better to their iudgement approve 


' the ſoundneſle of faith, then by a 


more licentious and looſe behavis 
our. The authority of many prea- 
chers is ſo farre from procuring cre. 
dir to their dodrinc , that to my 
great priefe, and diſcredit of the 
Goſpcll,that is thought by many in 
earneſt, which by a learned man was 
uttered.in jeſting,of a profane prea- 
cher, that hee would not willingly 
heare him ſay the Creed, leſt hee 
ſhould rake itforalye, comming 


foorth of his mouth. This is 1t 


which carieth with ita ſecret cauſe 


of theconformity of the moſt part. 


For how ſhal he that makes no con- 
ſcience of morall duties in his con- 
verſation,count it retigious to ſtand 
againſt ceremonies in his vocation? 
Or how can hebe.a direQor of thee 
in rites, who is a negleer of him- 
ſelfe in ſubſtance. The ſonnes of E- 
li made the people to abhorre the 
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offering of the Lord,and they were 


Baine, . When Nadab and Abijhu 
were conſumed with fire from the! 
Lord for failing in the outward du- - 
ty of the miniſtry, in a matrer as 
might ſeemeof imal moment, Mo- 
ſes told Aaron his brother, that the 
Lord would bee ſandtified of them 
that came necreuntohim. - +: 

\ . Few of the beſt ſortcan plcadin- 
nocent of the matter in hand. If 
people had been more painfully in. 
ftructedinrimes paſt,they had been 
better prepared for the preſent diffi- 
culties. Had ye cleared your felves 
by your Apologetickes. to your 
friends in forraine parts, I had nog 
been deſpiſedin the world: neither 


had your reprochfuldefeion been 


proclaimed among your adver- 
faries. Had you made your moane 
ro your gracious ſoveraigne , and 
layd before his mercifull eyes the 
pitrifull cauſe of his own deere peo. 
ple,lamentably tcandalized,andrea- 
dy to make ſhipwrack of their ſouls 

upon 


% 
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$3 
upon: theſe dangerous. ſands , ang 


uncouth'rockes of noyeltics ict. in 


their way, his maicſtics clemency 
had not ſuffered matters to come tg 


this deſperate paſſe. It ye, whoarg 


the remembrancers of the Lord 

had not kept ſilence, had ye blowen 
the ſilver erumpet in the middeſt of 
the congregation in. the dayes of 
the holy aſſemblics, had ye inſtance. 
ly denounced curſes againſt the re- 
edifiers of Iericho, had ye informed 
judicious profeſſors in private and 

ublicke of their owne intercſt and 

my danger,had ye withJrawn your 

preſence, your countenance & con- - 
currence from the ring-leaders of 
that courſe, had every watchman 
been watchfull in his own warch. 
tower, defection had not gone on 
ſo farre:.atlcaſt your unccſſant pra. 
claimes, and continuall . proteſts 
would. both have witneſſed to the 
world, . and. to the-, poltcrity afrer 
you, that defection was notuniver- 


all, andalſo would have given your 
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ed of you by yout wilfull filence, 
but extorted from you by wicked 


I reſtored to the ſunne-ſhineof rhe 
lightſome countenice of my God, 
ye would all be aſhamed and bluſh 
atyourpreſent miſ-behaviour. 7 
Ju pace leo- the time of peace yee would ſeeme tons, 
nes, preiio FFT FTE 
Cervi, Gutwhen battell comes, you prove but 
Harts. Could ye have looked that 
_ atthe firſt ſo many of Gideons ar- 
mics would have fled home. But if 
the remnant were faithfull and for- 
ward, their noyſe and light would 
yet make Madian to flee. They who 
have yeelded under colour of care 
for their congregations, but indeed 
coſtraint for feare of worldly lofles, 
have brought the reſt of their bre- 
thren in ſufpition, thar either they 
will follow at laſt, orelſe that they 


deale more obſtinately then conſct- 


entiouſly, It were good therfore 
that yce clcared your ſelves to the 


CON- 


G nh 46h 7» 54 » A 6; | 
{elves foine hope to bee repoſſeſſed 
in your former liberty, 'notbetray- 


violence.” Wete this cloud paſt,and 


—— Rs eee re tr 


- 
"Ye OE PT rr 


dence of reaſon, - and 


Fs 
eonſciences of others 
e lift up 
your voyce as a'trumper, that the 
deafeſt and deadeſt may heare: that 
yee were inſtant in ſeaſon and out - 
of- ſeaſon, to ſhew Iſrael their 
tranſgreſſions, leſt yee bee guil- 
tie of their bloud Why ſhould 
yee bee aſhamed to cry that in 


y the evi- 
in 


the eares of others openly, which 


ye think with your hearts, & ſpeak 
among your ſelves ſecretlie? Who 


ſhal ſtand for Chriſt,& ſuffer for his 
crowne, if yee fall away and betray 


* his honor? If ye hold your peace, 


Ciriſt will tell you, that the ſtones 
will cry out, although whole multt- 
tudes of you bee ſilent. - Suppoſe 
all Teruſalem ſhould be "offended at 
you, yet it becomes you: to crie, 
Thou ſonne of David have mercy on 
:6, And,bleſſed i he that commeth in 


- the name of 1he Lord, Let ſchiſma- 


tickes load you, according to their 
malicious cuſtome, with carts full 
of teprochesof ichiſme & ſedition, 
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yet yetnuſt/follow the example-of 
thole  glorious:miniſters of God, 
who before peace; upgn-carth, did 
fing glory ito God'iv.'the higheſt 
heavens. Ye muſt firſt be-pure,then * 
peaceable. [It is a curſed filence of 
the mouth, that makes:the conſci- 
ence within to cry. Rememberthe 
example of: _{phraades;\remember 
the modeſt virgins behaviour, when 
ſhee ſaw her fathers houſe -on fires 


remember the cryes of the dumbe 


child of Creſ#at his fathers danger, 
The woe is terrible, that belongs ta 
you,in caſe ye crie not.. The Athe- 
nian Cynegirz detained the Perfian 
Gallie with his right hand, & when 
that was cut off, with his left ; and 
being murilatc of both, - hee ſpared 
not his teeth. No-meane ſhould 
beeleft unaſſayed with God, and 
with men,to maintain. the leaſt par- ' 
cel of truth for his ſake, whoſe truth 
itis, and: who. hath concredit you 
with the bloud of .his. own fonne. 
As the Libellatici wer odiousof os h 

+0 or 
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3 
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Fe. 00 
for-redeeming -from the Gentiles 


their peace with money : ſo may ye 
be ſuſpected of defection, and deni- 
all ofrhetruth, if yee ſhall redeeme 


 *either-your peace or places with 


promiſe of ſilence, Away with hal- 


# ting, with luke-warmneſle, with ſha- 


ming. to utter the words of Chriſt 
in the: midſt of an adulterous:and 
ſinful generation,leſt he be aſhamed 
of ſuch, when hee commeth 1n the 
glory. of his father with his-holy 
Angels. Promiſe of filence' ls a ſe- 
crer:colluſion, and indire& appro- 


| \ bation of the contrary courſe, a 


hardning of the adverſaries in their 
wickedneſſe,anda deſertingof your 
brethren in the cauſe of God:: The 
occaſion of the preaching of the 
Goſpel] procured by dealing of this 
ſort, is not unlike: to Pilates ſubrili- 
tie, who thought meet to:ſcourge 
Chriſt, for ſaving of hjs life. ' Mo- 


ſes Exod. 10.25. Danickchap. 6: 11. 


Iohn Baptiſt, Mark. 6. 18: had no 
ſuch wiſedome. Albeit all thy 
| ſpeaking 
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once diſcovered. It theſe who in 


ſpeaking were bur as the waſhing of 


2 blackmore, yer. bee not miſ-led 
with the cunning 2nd craftie offers 
of your adverſaries.Their intention 
is tocaſt you looſe of your own or. ' 
der, to draw you on by degrees, to 
make the number behind the ſmal- 
ler, the common .clamor and come 
plaint the lefle , their owne travels 
in cutting off the reſt, the more ea- 
fie and plaufible . And in theend, 


when ye have ſatisfied their defires, 


they ſhall bee hardened in their 
courſe, and ye condemned as unſa- 
yorie ſalt, cenſured by them as old ' 
hypocrites, condemned by your 
owne conſciences as betrayers of 
the truth, and complained upon by 
Gods people, who hauec heard his 
truth from your lips. 

But then might I have good hope. 
to be freed from this deluge of. 
defeRtion, - and that all my low- 
er vallies yyould. at laſt appeare, ' 
if the tops of my mountaines were 


the 


<A BH warn 


A, 


go as farre before others in zeale,as 


; Menwillmock me (as the ſervant 
{ of Stratothe Syrian was mocked 
} attheclcion of a king) for. look» 
ing to the Weſt for the fight of the 


ſunneriſing. Yetas it was then firſt . 


ſeene by that wiſe ſcrvant upon the 
tops of the Weſterne mountaines : 
| fo my hopeisin this nightof deſo- 
; ted light firſt upon you of greateſt 
place, and then upon the lower 


ground, by obrtairing at your hands: 


a few reaſonable petitions, which I 
will then propone, when I have by 
your patience a little diſ-burthened 
my heavic minde, by demanding a 
few things at the Prelates, once my 
miniſters, f Who are aſhamed to heare 


what they have done,but have no ſhame 


hear Go 


@ _—TY 
the providence' of my God are of | 

eoreateſt eſtate, and have the firſt pla» .. 

ces in the kingdome, and high and . © 

| honorable meetings thereof, would . 


they are abovethem in preferment. - 


lation,to ſeerhebeamesof.my won. 


in doing of that which they bluſh 10 fecern pu; | 


vibus ans 
a gue 


ag 64.1Þ 
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Yor oft, nut heave, Where 6 they are voyd of | 
lu faciendi feare : and where theft is no need, there 
erabeſeon. 7/9) feare; Charging and atteſting 
Illic «hi o- them, as they will anſwere ro the 
pu eſt, nibil Tudge of all the world, to ponder- 
uraiile. Wy demands unpartially,and in the 
»w eſt,bi Preſence of God to anſwere them 
verentar. ſecretly, in the cabinets of their 
Lo OO IR 

© r. Firſt, how they could fo farre 


Some de- 


mends pro- forger themſelves in ſo ſhort time, 


ap the 25 to come tothis meaſure of de- 


feRtion, of pride and perſecution 2 
Would they nor have anſwered, 
and did they not ſay in the begin« /- 
ning of this their courſe, with Ha- 
zacl, Are wedogges,that we ſhould 
doe this miſchiefe? And conſe. 
quently what in-xpected extremis 

_ ty they may yerfall into,if they wil- 
fullie,;goe on in this their wicked- 
neſſe, the end whereof they can- 
not ſee ? 

2. Vpon what warrant they can. - 
receive or urge the five Articles, 
which may not as well inforce the 

Ip whole 


holes ceremonies of England, y ye 
me whole. omulean rites of An 

ciſt, as being of one ckinde and 
Jools , onely differing i in degrees. 

nd.thus if they can think it rolle= 
rable to change my comely Chri- 
ſtian countenance into the painted 
Antichriſtian complexion of that 
| Whooreot Babel? =— 

3. Whetherthe Epiſcopacie hid 
hey eſteeme the principall office ir) 
the houſe of "my God, hath any pa- 
terne in.the mount '- and if it hath, 
whether their forme of miniſtrari- 
on bec anſwerable ro that inftitntt- 
0n,or to the practiſe of any ortho- 
Jox Kirk in-rhe world, or to the 
caveats [ worne unto by their owne. 
mouthes, A | 

4 Whether i in the fight of God 
they thinke the'maintaincts of the 
reformed religion , or the late for-" 
maliſts more faithful in their cal- 
lings, and "conſcientious in their 
converſation * And therefore if it 
be not Phariiaiſme to pronounce he 
tne 
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conforming to ceremonies: and jo 
58 


treme maliceto think that men in 
all other things ſtudying to approve 


themſelves to God and the King, - / 


durſt be bold to reſiſt in theſe with- 
out conſcience, for reſpe& to ary 
popular opinion. ts 
5 Whether that meeting of Perth 
be one of my lawfull Aſſemblies, 
juſtificable in the fight of my Lord 
and Saviour, and the conſtiru- 
tions thereot concluded for Ca- 
nons,to bee urgedupon pain of de- 
privation: whereupon Miniſters are 
removed from their. charges, and 
many ſoules famiſhed, for whomhe 
gave his life, for not conforming to 
a platforme blank as yer, and ſcarce- 
ly drawen in the Idea of their own 
imaginations  ] 

6 What warrantfrom Chriſt my 
King,and me, can be pretended for 
bringing my miniſtery ,and me,un- 
ger this new bondage in the perſons 
of intrants forced attheir admiſſion 
| | _ to 


I.... 

ſwears; md ſubſcribe; r. That 
they ſhall not onely maintaine his 
. Maicſtics' prerogative in caufes ec- 
'- Clehiaſticall; which; what it is, or 


. * whatisthe cxtent thereof, they doe 


not well underſtand; but allo the 
preſent governement of the Kirk, 
and juriſdiction Epiſcopal], in all 
places where rhey ſhall have oppor- 
tunity, either of privat conference, 
or publick preaching: and that they 
ſhall bee carefull by reading to in- 
forme themſelves, to the [end they 
may be the more able to withſtand 
all adverſaries oppoſite to the ſame. 
' 2. That they ſhall bee obedient to 
their Ordinary,and all other ſuperi- 
ours in the Kirk, ſpeak of rhem re- 
verently,andin all theirprayers pri- 
vatand publick,commend to Gods 
proteRion, their eſtate not allowed 
by me. 3.Thatthey ſhal ſubje& the. 
ſelves to the preſent orders preten- 
ded to bee the ordinances of the 


| - Kirk, andtotheorders, which ſhall 


beeſtabliſhed by conſentof the ſayd 
"0 Kirk, 


Wag ue or - 0 OT 


b 
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_ 


Kirk; meaning aſſemblies framed 
and over-ruled by Prelates, and to; 
- procure due reverence to the ſame 

ar the handsof others, by. all the. 
means,which they ca uſe. +. That'if 
they c6rravenc any of theſe poynts, 
they ſhall be content without ma. . 
king any contradiction, to bee.de- 
prived of their miniſtery, ahd to be 
reputed perjured and infamous per- 
ſons for ever. And by theſe oathes 
and ſubſcriptions, that they would 
conſider, what miſchiefes may bee 
wrought in the after ages, when 

my aredcad and gone. 

7 Wherher it were more perti- 

nent. to deale; with their brethren 
Peſtores fatii byrreaſon or authority?! Te axe made 
re non pov” ſhephearas, and-not ſirikers. This is 4 


uſe Yes,nova 


wig e nan . by and 'uncouth fort of preaching, 


dita eſt 1; 


n>SDg a exigit filem. Mliud < quod agituy 
typho ſuperbie, aiud x:lo diſaplir e: Ply erpa-corne > endos 474t 
benevolentia quam feventtas, . plus cohoriatio q 1am comma! 0, 
p'us charitas quart poiets.Sed bi-gui,que ſud ſunt,quauntron, 
gh oh Chriltr,facle ab hac lege caſcerruntuy &7 q (4m d. Mtn 
art mags quam conſuleve ſubdity quevunt Placer  onoy. nftat ſu 


| oo & quod proviſum ad HE tendit adi noxam.:. tf 


which 


: I 
#hich wit jnforce faith by flrokes: 
Pride effectnates one thing, and difts: 
 pline another. Favonr ſhould be more . 
uſed then feveritie, exbortations more 
then threatnings, love more then law. 
But byſuch forms it is eaſie to diſcern, 
. whoave they that ſceke their owne, and 
who the thimgs of leſus Chriſt , fayth 
the Canon law their owne pa« 
terne. ET 2, 7 
- $ By what conſcience,reaſon or 
law, they have deſerted their flocks 
and paſtorall charges; entred into 
civil place and pompe,bre aking the 
caveats, and contrary to their alleds 
ged commiſhon for keeping of mi- 
'niſters in quietneſſe and peace, and 
vindicating the Kitk from poverty 
andcontempt, havethey taken upon 
_ them. the power of both ſwords a- 
© gainſt the whole ſabjes of the 
kingdome, and ſummarily to con- 
fine, ward, impriſon, diſcharge, fi- 
| tence; ſuſpend, deprive, autorize 
© andexauctorat my miniſters at their 
pleaſure? 077 005 
N a  :- 8 


- If the Lord ſhould cauſe aterri- 
ble finger tocome forth, and write 


theſe, and a thouſand other their - 


preſumptuous dittaes upon the 
wall-over againſt them, where they 
uſe to fir Balrhazar-like in their ſa. 
crilegious pompe, abuſing the fur- 
niture of his houſe, their bright- 
nes would change, their thoughts 
would trouble them, ſo that the 
joynts of their loynes would looſe, 
and their knees would ſmite one a- 
another. I have borne them, but to 
my griefe and ſhame. They have gi- 
ven me cauſe to pronounce the cur- 
ſes of Tob upon the day of their 
birth. For they neither care to bee 


eſteemed baſtards themſelves, nor - 
to brand mewith the marke of an. 
harlot. They prove Loammt, and 


would have me to prove Apoſtati- 


call. Had theſe my forlorne hopes, * 
 burone ſparkle of true love'to my. 
ſpouſe or me, they. would reſolve - 
with Nazianzen, to undergo Tonas : 


puniſhmeat for ſtilling of this tem- 
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"peſt, and to preferre my peace to 


their own preferment. What can 
Idoe bur mourne, intreat, proteſt, 
rebuke,expoſtulate. I call therefore 
heaven and earth, theirowne ſoules, 
the teſtimonies of al who have been 
acquaint withthem, and their pro- 
ceedings, to beare witneſfe againft 
them.Beſeeking & exhorting them 
by the ſalvation of their own ſouls, 
by the render mercies of Chriſt, b 

the precious drops of his blood, 
by that exccllent price of their re- 
demption: if there be any confolati- 
on in Chriſt,if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit,if any 
Jove to his glory, to his blood,to his 
Goſpell:and ifthere be any pity | 


their hearts to the breaſts whic 
they have ſucked, to this finfull 


Jand, and their owne native king- 


. © dometo returne to God, to repent 
- themof their courſe, to leave off to 
allow, to defend, to urge that, yea 


and perſecute for that, which of - 


late they were wont to condemne, 


E. 3 and 


mm | 
and even now alnoft could hardly, 
havetollerated. Let them torbeare 
any longer (asitis to be feared,they 
have peeviſhly-been doing).to fight | 
againſt God, to kick againſt: the 
pricke, to vaunt themſelyes proud- 
ly in the glory of their munition. 
Their craft is knowen ; can they 
dance naked ina net, and thinknot 


to be ſeen? The ſeams of theirblack 


policies arc ſewed with white 
threed. If they ſhall perſiſt ro ſtop. 
their cares againſt all admonitions, 
to harden themſelvesin rebellion a. 
eainſt God, ſtill to proceed in their / 
truculent breathings, Thraſonicall - 
boaſts, and tyrannous.execurions, 
and ſhall for their backes and bel 
les,and the making up of their hou». 
fes, make havock of the.puritic of 
Gods truth, and the liberty of the 
kingdom of hisſonne : As the Lord 
_ lives that ſees them, he ſhal yet har- 
den their hearts more, and at ]:ſt 
ſhall tread them in the, wine-preſſe 
_ of his wrath,and there ſhal be none 
to 


CC Ir ret 


todcliverthem.. & 1 Petition in al 
Now my TM IIE] with the — Me. 

34 * 4 OCH | 
authority of a mother,-toyour hoe ,4 Fug 


pers : Jrbay for Ib of Chiiſt to deaic with | 


congregations within - this —_ 
in this time of diſtrefle telt and fea» 
red, Imayby your timous 1nter- 
ceſſion at ..his gracious majcſtics 
hands, and uttermoſt- endevours 
.debtfull ro-God from-your -place, 
obtaine how-ſoone occaſion way be 
offered.” | 
1A ſufficient and ready execu- 
-tion of former. a&tcs: of Parliament 
made -apainſt the fearful blaſphemy 
.of Gods name. profaning. of. the 
. Lords day,and contempt of his {an- 
.&arie,and ſervice, fo: -univerſally-0- 
.verflowing:this. land, not onely in 
the perſons of pooje ignorants; 10;2 
«Q 4 manner 


© manner tyed to theſe horrible 
crimes by a'curſed cuſtome, & beg- 
gerly neceſſitie - but even in the 
more honourable ſort, whoſe dam- 
nableexample encourages their fok 
TJowers to finne without feare: with 
ſuch additions as may reprefſe and 
xeſtraine theſe crying abhominati- 
ons in all, without reſpe& of per- 
_ ſons. _ at 
* "2 A fafeliberty toenjoy thepro- 
feſſion of our religion, as 1t is re- 
formed in do@trine, ſacraments and 
diſcipline, and hath bcen openly 
profeſſed by Prince, Paſtors, and 
 Reople of all rankes, your predeceſ- 
ſors of worthy memory,your ſelves 
& us,all yet living, theſe threeſcore 
yeares by-gone,and above. 

3 Afulldeliverance from, anda 
ſufficient defence againft all nova. 
tions and novelties in doqrine, fſa- 
craments, and diſcipline, and ſpeci- 
ally ſuch, as by conſtitutions of the 
Kirk, confeſſions of faith, lovable 
lawes of the countrey, -and long 
24 con 
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continued praQiſe hath been con- 


demned,and caften out as idle rites, 


and Romiſh formalities, undcr whar 
ſoever pretcnce they plcad for re- 


© entry. 


' 4 Thatnoa paſſein derogati. 
0n,or prejudice of the aCtes already 
granted in favour of Reformation, 
liberty of Aﬀemblics,”' convenient 
execution of Diſcipline, &c. or for 
corroboration of new opinions ae 
gainſt the ſame: concerning whe. 
ther Epiſcopacie,or ceremonics the 


_ ſhadow thereof, which for the 
' peace of the Kiukby heavenly wiſe- 


dome ſhould bee rejeted before 


theybe ratified. 


5 That all miniſters provided to 


Prelacies, and admitted tovote in 
Parliament,be urgedto obſerve the 
_ *Adcgranted'in their favours tothat 


place, eſpecially the proviſion ex- 
preſſed therein. '7 
6 The happineſſe to live under 


_ *his Majeſty,and his highneſſe ordi- 
ary Indges, and Rulers eſtabliſhed 


Es by 
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cauſe be lawfully cognoſced,accors 


ging to order.and juſtice, -befote a; 
ny ſentence paſle againſt, our pcr- 
ſons,places, & eſtates. In the name 


made by toe Of Iefus'Chrilt intrearing and com- 


Word, s 


manding, all worldly.and perſonal} 


refpeRs ſer-apart : yee. look with a 


fingle eye ypan the. matter contro- 
verred , not ſuffering your faith in 
Icfus Chriſt to bee-blamed with 
.partiality :yexry all with the touch. 
ſtone of the Temple, and ballance 
of:the SanQaarie. Conſider the ex- 


ample 'of Moſes, when-hee ſaw the 


Kfraclite, &Epgyptian fight. He ſpent 
no time in rcbuking them, for. the 
Nrife, but drew his ſword,and flew 
the Egyptiang/But: pergciving a de- 
bateþerwixrtyo lfracites,he fayd, 
Tre brethren, why ſirive-yee?, lithe 
intended novelties: -be..Jſralites , 
then may yee ſay, Why ſtrive yee; 
*Þbrif they be ©f that Egypr, from 
thebohdage/wherotrhel.ordyour 


'66d miraculouſly huth Tecyon tice, 


+ 2 then 


{ &- 


then maythey not be reconciled tg 
the truth-;but being-ſhaine by the 
word of the Spirit, muſt alſo bce 


_ proſcribed by your authoritic. Vie z, ,,v 
the triall of Elias againſt, Baals zeal, 


Prieſts, (albeir withour:the miracle: 
of Eliah).zake my bullockes and 
theirs, that is, the urged. novelties, 
and the polſeſſed liberties, oralas 
the libertics:that I once poſſeſſed, 
(for now:whether I poſſeſſe them, 
ornot, it. is. yuncertaine,) lay their. 
peeccs on the altars, and on which 
God ſends the holy;fire-of zcale in 
the : powerfull preaching of the 
word, and-confuming of finne,. lev 


that bee received. , . When-no man —_ fruits, 
was able to, diſcerne hetwixt Alex- ©"* "922 


< 


ander-rhe;fonne of Herod! before 


antiquity, oP 


pur tO death, anda certaine crafts- outward aps: 


man like unto him, - who gave him-+ 
ſelfe out-for Alcxanger, as though 
hee had efcaped by:favour of. the 
executioner-: the noble and wiſe 
Avguſtus by griping his hand,rried 
him tobe an A 
al im 


him for 'his' falſhood. Would it 
>leaſe your honours, whilſt ſo many 
earned and wiſe are deceaved with 
the counterfeit tace of thele novel- 
ties, but ro gripe their hand a little, 
and to try what hath beene | their 
frootes, where they have been ad- 
mitted from the beginning : ye ſhal 
incontinent finde that they have 
been voyd ofthe ſap of grace, and 
that their beſt workes evidently de- 
clare, thar they never were begot- 
ten, nor bleſſed by the father of 
peace. Theirown maintainers con- 
feſſe that rhe controverſfie about 
them, hath brought confuſion , 
breach of the ſecond command of 
Jove;rent my body intodivers parts, 
divided my people into divers ſects, 
and the ſheep to deſpiſe their Pa- 
ftors, andeeſtranged them from the 
love of their flockes. Tt hath con- 
firmed the prophane in rheir impic- 
ties,and piven way tothe common 
enemies, diſtracted the mindes of 
themultitude;andſhakentheir _ | 
£Li0] WRO 
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who for the moſt part knew no 0- 
ther difference betwixt Chriſt and 
Antichriſt, bur that which confiſts 
in externall ſhewes and formalities. 


* It hath broughttheruineof Chriſts 


kingdome, and increaſe of Satans, 
partly in ſuperſtition, and partly in 


. 1impiety. And in a word, generally 


hath pur out thelife of true religt- 
or, and brought in Atheiſme. Bee 
not ſatisfied with a faſhionable and 
ſuperficiall triall, but examine them 
from the very root, and from the 


rome ripthemup. As wiſe Ne- 


emiah tried who had right to the 
Priefthood,by ſearching their line- 
all deſcent from Aaron. It was not 


 fufficient for them to cleare their 


genealogie by writ from Levi, and 
Coath: for fo the childreot Habaiah 
and Barzillaihad been admitted , 8 
had brought the wrath of God 
with them. Men may alledge, and 


* perhaps prove by writ, ſome ſuch 


cuſtoms as they urgec,tor ſome hun- 
dreth ycars in my neighbour kirks, 
£ but 


"— -- 2M 
but.except:it-can bee cleared, that 


gm 


thcy have their pedigree {6 Chriſty 
or his holy Apoſtles, they ought ro 
be eſteemed uncleane, . and ſhould 


not be receiued,as belonging ro me, 


or my miniſters. All theſe, and 
many moe, have vexed me before, 
and being 'mans inventions in the 
matter of Gods worſhip., waxed 
old.and weak; (As it fareth with e: 
very errour contrary to the courſe 
of verity which growethever gree- 
net and ſtronger) and at laſt dying, 
were caſt out of my habitations, as 
vile and ſtinking carrion, that now 
the opening of their grave raiſeth a 
noyſome fleur jn every-ſpirituall 
and excrciſed ſenſe, andif they bee 
taken up againe, ſhall make many 
poore ſoules of weake conſtitution 
to periſh through their peſtilent 
contaz2ion, It cannotbe denied, but 
they have been defended by ſome, 


_ arid digeſted by others by way of 


Interim, till opportunity of further 
reformation in the Kirks and coun» 
er | | tries, 


tt 


bries, where they adpl lace. Buthe., Perth offems 


 ker,and fordward Saravia, be heard 


— - 


forethis time, we -da e be bolg to 5 wenr 4 
ſay , never any kirk, countrey, or POTEN 
coſcientious hriſtian did ſo much 

as. enter in dcliberation : whether 


7 they ſhould have been repoſſeſſed; 


he they have been diſplaced. 
Let the two renowmed maiſters of Hooker and 


Engliſh ceremonies, profound Hoo- $«1«vie Hes 
ſelves agamſ# 


the ve-enty 


in this poynt. "The one ſayes, In 4s of Rites. © 
much, as they goe about 10 deſtroy a 

hi FF h A a ? A' multe 
thing, which isin force, and to arawin ſun yefornia- 
that, which hath not as yet been recet- 14 eccleſie 
wed. and to impoſe that which we think 7.” ———_ 
zot onr ſelves bouird unto,and to 0vVer-: yon admit- 
throw things, whereof we are poſſeſſed: mnt. ex pee 
that therefore they are to take them to aR 6 
h hs h / 'C eſta um ie 
the opponentspart , which mut conſiſt niſl er in« 
in one of two things : the one that our, fuldriins ler- 
orders condemned by them, we ought to. '* & - 
abeliſh : the other, that theirs wee are Dy 
bound toaccept in Fead thereof. And.*«« ſie me 


the other,t he that would bring in the "OR 
Reſp eum, 


qut-m iis eccleſts uſum bhujus veſFu veilet inty ,ducere, a ſchiſm te 
way S: ſſs excuſart.[: ſrcut nec a [uperſtitione quicg” uid conty 4 ad ſuam 


excuſe/ionem po ſer aliegare. "7 uſe 
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Fhe moent o 


the Kirk o 


ld under 


the burdF# of 
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as We 

aft of the «figs into the ical 
Kirkes, where it hath no place, cannot 
be excuſed from ſchiſme, and ſu [page 


$1071, whatſoever hee alledge for his ex- 
cufe. As he ſpeakes of cone, ſohee 
ſpcakes of all. 

 Thedrieiie lamentations,8 hea- 
vie complaints of the unſupporta- 
ble burthen of the ceremonial yoke, 
powred our in all ages by the boly | 
men of God,may provoke the com- 
paſſion of the hardeſt hearts. Au- 
ouſtine in his time complained, that 
the Kirke was preſſed contrarie to 
Chriſts mercitull inſtitution, with 
ſuch a ſervile burthen of ceremo. 
nies, that the ſtate of theIewes un- 
der the law, was more tollerable, 
then the condition of Chriſtians : 


ſeeing they were ſubjeR onely to 


Gods ordinances,8 not to humane 
preſumptions, as Chriſtians are. 
How would hee at this time have 
mourned for the caſe of other 
Kirks, and for the perill thatTam 
in! Eraſmus, Polidorus TRI. p 

| Co 
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[2 ki in the Wale ditta.- ti is'2 cer 
 tainetruth, many cerefnonles; little 
faith. 'Zook how much # added' 0 the Wa Fong 
tmidaing of rites, as much i withdras pars 
wen, not ontly from Chriſtian liberty, umm Eccle= 
but from Chrift himſelf, and hu faith; 1 fee gr _ 
while ht malitude ſecketh for thit int Gur non tows 
rites, which they ſhoald ſeek in the one- tum libertati 
ty ſonne of God leſs Chrift, "The ca 
oreater bulk of bodily” Ceremonies, ko, ex ws 
- the lefſſe Y 4d of true devotion. The fide: : dum 

true worſhippers underthe Goſpel 75 5 nr 
thall not ſay, The CArE of the Lord: us gue 
they ſhall forger all thoſe outward, quererec in 
- ceremonies,and never revive them. Pe. Chis 
Moſes his vaile,farre more all other per puem, 
things,thatneither were nor are fr6 
God,is removed, and now may we 
| with open face behold the glory of 
God. Then the ſca abour the altar 
was of brafſe, and covld not' be 
pierced with the ſharpeſt ſight: bur 
now our fea about. the throne 1s 
glaſſe,clearly convoying the know. 
ledge 'of God unto our minds. The e 
Amphiſcij can tell , that the more 


E ſhadow 
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 Qiadow the lefſe Tight... The ſhas | 
dow, alwayes accompanies the bo. _ 


oe Y 


:.ror.is not. farre off, when, the ſha- 


ae ent 


— 


dy, ſomerimes it followes behinde, - 


burſometimesalſo it comesþefore, 
Ye.may beiurethe dark bady of cr- 


dowes of. ceremonies are at. hand; 
and iuſtly may. feare, that they are 


- the; harbingets ſeat before by Sa- 


- to make place. for their,awne ſub- 


tan(whatſoever be mans. intention) 


ſtance. Oh,ifthe Lord would open 


- your eyes ta{ee theſubrill working 
. of that. myſtery of iniquity, . The 


: webmay bedivided in. mens inten- , 


' tions, who poſſibly mind no more 


 fortime-to.come, . then. they urge - 
for rhe prefent.. Burt.in the 1uſtice _ 


- of God, puniſhing the warld forthe 


contempt. of: the truth,,; and in 
zeſpetof Satans welice,bringing in 
his lyc, itisall of one threed And 
that which.is begun by one,may be. 
wrought out by another, entring © 
upon-tle preceding Iabours. Ye 
ſee 907 Wis weed growing; uy 2 
Mob on | will . 
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Y 2nd folly, that would not fee and 


' providence of God, may let your *, «nd <= 


2 
ill be pexreived: tohave growene 
Theſeqds, of Popery: were ſeatly | 
ſowen-in the Primitive Kirke., and 
by degenerating ages grew up to ' 

* that monſtrous-height, which.now 
the world wonders at. . Butalas all 
our .countrey wit 1s; £Meranorn, af 
ter-wit. My people are like the As 
thenians,, who (as Demades obje. - 
cd to them ) never. intreated far 
peace, but in mourning gowns; that 
15.after they, had ſuffered grear cala- 
mitie 1n batrell.. When afterward 
ye are poyſoned. with errour, and 

" over laden with crofſes, ye and your 


cry out.upon your owne madne«ſſe 


reſiſt: the beginvings ' of fo great 


- - The remanent ſparkles ofnatures 7;,14 of wa; 
light, looking upon' the common ture,rrve pos 


mnrn rquity 


"Honours ſee, that it ſerves moſt for ogeinſt Enge 
the proſperity of Kirkes and King- !ſ> formal, 


domes. -that ilk; conſtitution and 5 # ow | 
? . Kirk. 
Fo F 2 order 


Rn. ESR 
-otderin tTocictic' ſhould fort with 
'the nature, diſpoſition, and condi- 
_ ition-of thepeople. My people have 
From thelibetal hand of rheir God, 
externall abundance for the honeſt 
Juſtentation of their bodies, witha 
ſabſtanrial, found,and ſimple religi- 
on for the ſalvation of their ſoules. 
Yet fatre from the artificial fulnes, 
whereby the Tyrian ſpirits,of the 
world dodiſquiet their neighbour 
nations , ſtriving to ſubject all to 
their formes,' that they" may reigne 
over all, as Queenes ; againſt the 
proreſtations made in all the con 
feffions of faith of other Kirkes. A 
fingle forme'vf policic is' more fit 
for a plain people, arid mean provi- 
ſions, then the gorgeous fſhew of a 
pompous port,necefſarily requiring 
« rents, complements, and' carriage, 
that: neither this land may beare, 
© neither weE& nor our fathers have 
| learned. Rites muſt haverents-their 

ſervice is both cumberſome & coſt 
ly: theyſcotne-the aſhgnations: of 
OUT 
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our plotted povertie ; they ſtrive 
with Stareſtnen , Barks and Lords: 
for place & precedencie; they loath 
the preaching of the Goſpell, and 


| like better the chief places of eſtate. 


The reftitution of-the Kirk to her 
wontcd poffefſtons, & to her world- 
ly dignities, muſt goe on together: 
with equall fpced. Neither can ſo 


| long experience be denied, but that 


ordinarily the eftate' of the com- 
mon wealth accompanies the con- 
ſtirution of the kirk,as the morning 
ftarre goes with the-Sunne, which 


'Conftantine acknowledged in his 


2 Abd Lnit ule r feb it, ori BRI IRS > 


orantto the Kirkes of Aﬀrica, thus 
beginning his Epiſtle, Conſidering 
that the due obſervation of things per- 
gaining to true religion,and the worſhip 
of” God, brines great happineſſe to the 
whole eftate and common wealth of the 
Empire of Rome : 'and Charles the | 


8, of France lamentably experien- 


 \ced. For when he had faire occat- 


onsto reforme the:Kirke of Rome 


; athispleaſurez andto helpthe-Kirk 


FX 3 of 


$4 
. of God, henegleRed both--where: 
. fore ſhortly afterſtriken with a ſud- 
. den {ickneſle, he died, according to. 
- the forewarningot Savanarola,who: 
told him plainly, that he :ſhould- 
have great ſucceſſe in his voyage to 
| Traly, for reforming the-corrupt 
late of the Kirk,, which if hee did 
not, he ſhould returne with-diſho- 
 nour; and God would teferve the 
honour of that work unto ſome o. 
ther. All the policie of -Achito- 
 phel,and wiſdome of Salomon.,can- 
not eſtabliſh a'kingdome, wherein 
the kingdomeof -Chriſtis miſregar- 
ded. His true worſhip is the pillar 
. and wall of policies. If-the Lord re- 
move his truth from. you, hee will 
deprive you alſo-of yourcivillliber- 
ties, and .give you over into the 
hands of mercilefſe enemies. If he 
ſpare not his own ſtrength,and glo. 
ry , butgive over the one to capti- 
vity, and the other to the hands of 
his enemies, he ſhall reſpe& you no 
more the the mire intheiſtreer. The 
MO £0 nation 
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nation and: kingdome that willnot 


| fervethe Lord dhaliperiſh,and theſe 


nations ſhall be utterly deſtroyed, : 
dient children to the meaneR are. alt 


*  Godspeople,and his majeſties loyal 


ſubje&sand faithfull ſervants. The 
teſtimonies of his love belong to 
them all for their comfort in this 
world;andiafe condudtto the world 
to come; . As they feare God,they 


| honour his-highnefſe,they pray for 


him and his children,and all thatave 
in authoritie, that they may leail.g 
quiet anda peaccablelite.in all gad- 


_ .. lines and honeſty. For'this is:g9aod 


and acceptable inthe-:ftght.of God 
their Saviour, who will have all-to 


beſafe,and come to theknowledge 


of the truth. - They wiſh trom the 
defires : that. lodge: within: their 


breaſts,long life unto his: Majeſty, a 


ſecure reijgne, a fafc-houſe, valiant 
armies, a faithful counſel, good peo- 
ple, aquierworld, \Z: quz:ungue he- 
mis. o: Caſaris ſunt .vota, They 
o:1 F 4 ſtand 


86 
ſtand by that reformation;thathath 
=  * been ſo profitable and cotnfortable 
{If theſe-threeſcoreyeares by: paſt; gi- 


{if ving morereaſons for it, then hath 
Fit been, or'cattbe' clearly an{wered; 
git How: can'it'ftand'then; with the 
| [ prounds,either of good-policie, or 
Will Chriſtianequity, for removing difs 
4 ſentions, toyeeld reſpe&, counte- 
{il nance, ſupport, and authority to 
[ll | the other party, neither having nor 
ih giving evidence of reaſon-for their 
oy pretended novations againſt the re. 
| ceivedrruth; Although the inferior 


law wereinacted, (as God forbid) 
| yet in all Chriſtian Prudence it 
ought to give. place to the royall 
law of love, and unity, :as being of 


Lb | a more noble deſcent. /-:But ſince 
19.18 unity forbids, and peace: declares 
19:8 her miſcontentment in the begin- 
| | i | ning, how ſhall this ever. contenti+ 
'Q1118 ous and unruly Hagar be heard ro 

47. conteſt with Sarah. Were-not this 
4 2 way to bring afurther.rent and de- 


ſolation upon the houſe: of Abra- 
[14514 | bam 
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ham . Vpon.this ground, . | what . - 
great tollerations have been. gran-. 
red by Chtiiftian Emperouts, and. 

Kings,all men'know, who know a. +... . 
ny thing in Hiſtory, 7t zs better ſom. terdi my 
frzne to give connivence, then by untt- —_ neil 
ous cures to waken diſeaſes. A ; 


| j{ And as ae eſtivig. 
oneſayd to Auguſtus, [t © 4 {ſpecial 1901s dee 
: 4 '. *  lifle incene : 
poynt of wiſedome not to ſuffer new. ,,,, © 
names, or ought elſe, wherefra diſcord ; 
may ariſe, - Ss 2 
- The cauſe, wherein- they. ſtand, {=——_—_ 
and for the conſtant defence wher. ,,55dmy 
of they are traduced under ithe o- the baſrneſſe 
dious names of Puriranes, : precili- *f'* 4*fene 
er af E + deys, but 46 
ans, ſchiſmatickes, Anabaptiſts,and .,,,4;ug © 
the like, is-an article of your ho- the euth. 
nours owne worthy profeſfion:and Reſpuite, @- 
conteſſi6 of faith, wherof the adyer- new juſapt- 
ſarjes themſelves were preachers, '* ew. 
and pradtiſers. of late, and have ne. 
yer yet. made any publicke repens» 
tance fortheir former hereftes. Au. 


' * guſtine could ſay, albeit in a diffe- 
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rent caſe, Let them exerciſe crucltte Mi inves | 


wy: 0insd evient gf 
«gainſt you, who never were ny” allo 64 


vident, ego 
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«ro decepe wth the ble Orr, $ wheseiwith | 74 they Nee 
{1s juni, Jud 
vos i 


you decepved : but as" for me, 1 amnot 
the man that tan be ornell- againſt you, 


autem jevire whom I miſt beare with now, as 1 did 


nunc debeo 
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no non poſſi, ©2720 with my ſelfe then. But they 
| --$oos # » have forgotten whatthey were,and 
_ þf Perpſumeo3lo make my miniſters to find the truth 
1}! gempore.cre | 


of that which-is in the Frenchpro- 


Al ſoſtinere,» + verd : n+ ſon chien wvenlt tuer larage 


 taymet (as. He that i difpoſed to have 


. hu dogge killed, will firſt have hins 
. thought'to be madd. © As 1 will have 
. them for their part ro'refolve with 


Daniel ,; to ſuſtaine the wrong of 
fach Aſſyrian nick-names, and by 
the grace ofthe Godot Danicl,wil 
have them both to'abſtaine from 


' © theſe impurities, and to profeſſe the 
 deteftation of the leaſt ſhew of 


them : 'So 1 would wifh your ho- 
nouts upon the other part, fot 'to 
judge of them according to mens 
calumnies,but to the truth of God. 


And cotffider tponyour beds,who 
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they are that yeeld, &whatare they 
thatſtand, And up6nWwhatinduce- 
ou | Ye 
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29 
- Yecan hardly poyntat any one” 
ofmy miniſters, vur hee is in ſome 
good meaſure firted for the work 
of the miniſtery. And howſoever 
according to the diverſe roomes in 
my habitation, Iefſe or greater, all 
have not the ſatne:meaſure of light: 
ſome torches tor more publick pla- 
ces, and others ſmaller lights for 
their 'own cottages: yet every one 
makes conſcience of reſidence to 
ſhine in his own roome, both in the 
purity of dodtrine,and life, ro my 
eatjoy and your benefit, by the 


Þbleffing of God upon their labours: 


hardly any one of the other ſide, 
but hee is either, &. They have 
large rents,if not great wealth: the 
others portion is bur meane. The 
one'is-encouraged with outward al- 


 fiſtance, the other enfeebled; with 


cries, crofſes, andenſuing dangers: 
the one richly rewarded for-proud 
praQiſes, the other are boaſted for 
painfull labours to clear and defend 
a juſt cauſe + the one, tnen oi: glo- 

6 ole r1Ous 
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rious tate, and. greatipompe inthe 
world, the other trode:upon aswn-- 
worthy of the countenance: ofthe 
world. The ane take: leaſure from 
their charge to invent and publiſh 
their pleaſure : the other have: no 
time fro thecharge of their flackes, 
to cleareithe truth. To theone, the 
preſſes are open and .free :-to the'o- 
ther it is neither ſafe nor poſſible al- 
moſt to-print a few words of this 
fort;farr leſſe labours of greater mo- 
menr,and better uſe. The one gets 
money fortheirhungry.pamphlets:. - 


. the other counts charges & hazard 


oaine. The one are both parties 
and judges of the cauſe: the other 
dare ſcarcely make-provocation in 
publickto the Lord Ieſus. The one 
finally by their defection riſe, and. 
become Princes of the world :.:the 
other for their conſtancy are thruſt 
downe, and tyed faſt to the croſſe. 
Whetby ye cinot but ſee, whether 
the loveiof rhe world,or the zealeof 
God,betheſpiritthatblowes ifithe 
4,499 {ailes | 


Aa 


_ 


them, rhey might ſpeed as well as 
'others in worldly projects. Can 
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failes of their affections. Know yee 
not, that howſoever they bee coun« 


ted few, filly,and of baſe reſolution, 
yetif they eſteemed not more of a 
good conſcience, then they wha 
make a covenant with death and 
hell, and put the evill day farr'from 


it bee denied, but they preferre the 
peace of their ſoules, and purity of 
their profeſſion, to the plcalures of ,.. 
the world, wherewith others are 


' pampered ? Were it proclaimed by 


the Emperour, Let #s take from them auferamu iÞ 
theſe hurtful riches : for that were a 's nocemes | 
work of charity, the zcalots of this ©" hee 
war of fed | S enim facere © 
courſe would grow key cold. eſt opus ches 
Suffer not then poverty, pau- Mev, 
city, pulillanimity,priſonings, war. 
dings, dithculties of writing, prin- 


ting, uttering and countenancing 


Gods cauſe, and thouſands of ſuch 


 difadvantages,be a prejudiceto that 


truth, whercof ye are convinced in 
your mindes. Be not deceived with | 
this 


O ay 


4 : 

the new, fond, 26d falſe gloſſe of 
indifferencie : look to God, to bis 
word, to the parties, to your owne 
ſoutes, and to that great day of the 
revelation of Chiiſt Teſus. As the 

| pretext of conformity, the viſor of. 

Z unity, the null-authority of a pſcu-- 
do-ſynod,; wanting formality, ful- 
nefſe, and liberty, ſhould not beea_ 
Gorgons head to terrifie them : ſo - 
ſhould it neither by ſerpetine ſlight - 

ih deceive yolw _ 

' {10 C8ditions of Tn conformity thereis to bee re. 
| 3} enformily. rected, 1. The ſubſtantial truth of 
I, | Gad, wherein all true Conformi- 

-—_ tants muſt agree. 2. The finceremi- 
ns - niſtery, and ſorts of miniſters ap- 

| '* poynted by the ſonne of God for 

our edification in the truth. 3. 
Chriſts incommunicable preroga- * 
tive in appoynting of the Sabboth, 

' and folemne miniſtration of the 
word, ſacraments,and diſcipline. 4. 
The edificative uſe of theſe miniſt- 
rations inthe ſeveral ages, Kirks, & 
kingdomes of the world. «. A clear 

A diſtintion 
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Siſtin&ion betwdn in Grip od ec 
cleſiaſticall rites; the indifferencie 
in-nature, the expedienceof uſe, the 
diverfitic inpradtiſe of eccleſi aftical: 
according tothe ſaying. it # nor poſ- Impſſbt 


ſible ta take up all the diverſe. rites of ue v14 ommes 


ecctſt.v i qt 


all Kirkes in all countries. No rellgh- pf cyuacy 
07 obſerveth the ſa ame rites, 4 albett it ſunt er regh- 


' ONES VILKS (Oe 
embrace the ſame dettrine of rites. {ribere mf 


"The attempr of the contrary , *will }, religio .e= 


ſtill prove, as from the beginning, a ſem riue- 
malady a thouſand fold worſe then cuſtodt, eti 
the moraine of ceremonies. 


ming with men, is but a conteſting pleBlitur, 
with God. As for the concluft- * 
ons. of men, Tout propoſition huma. 
wed autant F anthorite queP autre ſg + 
la raiſon n' on fait la aifference, Even 
ſo are the ſentences of all Kirkes e- 
quall, except the authority of the 
word make the difference. Belongs 
not the judgement of diſcretion ts to 
all Chriſtians 2 Shall my children 
with weathercockes, be caried with 
yy uncertaine winde of mens 
mouthes, | 


amſi eandem 
And de. illis doce | 


without theſe conditions, a confor- trinm ane * 


_- 


onmner 
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cry, & ſuffer themſelves like beaſts 
withoutreaſon to follow the dreave, 
This were to make every conſtitu. 
tution like Nebuchadnezzar . his - 
Image,and Roman»liketo make the 
name of the Kirk the rule of all reli- 
- gion, Can that one null-afſembly, 
© thenakedneſſe whereof is nowlayd 
Pair fera? open tothe eyes of the world, beare 
205, June downall the formal, full, and free 
of = pre- councecls ot this nation before, and 
pownnt Ni- all the determinations and confſtitu- - 
en2 #1 tions of your worthy forefathers of 
—_ os bleſſed memory. Who can enter in 
quivejiciunt fellowſhip with them, who defend not 
-_ 20g their own concluſions ? My miniſters 
ponnt recs. have clearly teſtified by their admo- 
tior« nuper Nitions preſented to the Parliament 
Armin. holdcnat Perth in the yeare 1606. 
contentione, . 
ex viexpreſ- in generall aſſemblies, and at other 
fs. Qs: cum occaſions before and (ince,their de- 
ils bor" teftation ofall noycltics and novati- 


bus ſonetate | 
ons of that ſort thruſt upon mee. 


gnire velit, 


£ 


mouthes,like foo! 


74 ipſt th= ther cto in ſhew,and for woI [dl y TE» 


ſpects 


ſpecks , teſting yer F eperfirad6d in! 
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wn minds,and unable to pers 
ſwadeothers ofthe contrary judge-; 
ment, if they ſaw theday of their 
+ liberty, & were free from the ſtroke 
of worldly inconveniences, would 
cry. with theBiſhops of Aſia,Not by. Nos now no: 
our owne wils,put by neceſsity,have we. 7 fr volunte. . 


te, ſed neceſſte 
been moved to f; ubſcribe : ,we conſented ug addud; 


with our words, not with owr hearts. ſ.bſcripſi- 

And to declare , that thata@ was mu: non «- 

' * unlawfully begotten, the fathers of ni 

» It would deny that they begat It conſenſmmusg 

. |} withthatface,& force, that ithath 

 , brought with- it into the world: 

> Yourhonours may remember alſo, 

your owne religious proviſion ex- 

prefled in that at, whereby mini- . 

{ters are pertnitted 1 to vote tn Parlia. 

ment. The particulars oftheir place 

andofficeare remitted to be treated 

by his Majeſty, and generall affeni- 

* bly; but prejudice alwayes of:my 

= juriſdiction, and diſcipline, eſtabli- 

. ; ſhed by ates of Parliament madein 

- ; -anytimepreceeding,and permitted 

: by the ſayd acts, to all generall and 
G pro- 
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provincial] aſſemblies, 


-and others 

whatſocyer my precbyreries. and 

Seffions. - A 
Men may: muſe atthe matter, al- h 


The poywis edging that my children make 


controverted 


are material, 


moutraines of mots , tragedies of 
trifles,andraiſc a noyle about things 


þ indiffercnt,circumſtantiall,acciden- 


tal, andthatiwith their brethren.But 


 firſtir canbe no prejudicets them, 


- or the cauſe: they 


maintaine, that 


.. they ftand in it againſt their bre- 


thren: ſeeing they aredefenders' of * 
rhemſelves,and notperfuers of their 
brethren: ' ' The promiſe, Rev. 14. , 
113. Bleffed are they whoiin thelaft 
time ſutferagainſt the beaſt, as well 
as they who in the firft' times were 
perlecutedby the heathen, belong- 
eh to. them. Forifthe Lord mea- 
'ſuredſufferings by the inequality of 
-bis enemies, and not by the equity 
wofrhe cauſe, there would bee great 
-diſparagement betwixt the Mar yrs 
-purto-death. by the Pope, and the 
perſecuting'/Emperours. . Neither 
is there any. ſuffering here, bur Be 
| | tat 


that which is 8... It is hoſhame 
for theri to ſuffer that of their bre- 
thren, which Chriſt ſuffered? nei- 
theris it honour to their enemies to 
doe that,which Iudasdid. 
The Spirit of God Revel. 2, 
ſpeakes more comfortably to the 
 kirkof Smyrna,afignre of the Chrj- 
Nian Kirk urider Conſtantine trous 
bled with inteſtineenetmies:then to 
Epheſus repreſenting the primitive 
Kirk invaded by the heathen. 7 
' know thy workes, and tribulation, and 
poverty,but thou art rich. : and I know 


* . the blaſphemy of thens which ſay they 


are ewes, and ave not. Feare none of 
theſe things, &c. Let him therefore: 
thar is righteous, be yet more righ- 
teous;andhe ſhall have a crown in 
the end. | 
Next, let them be cond dered 1. 
inthe urgers intention. Wharſoever 
they be in valuation.they arenot of 
fo ſmall moment. For albeit they 
bee concluded by way of counſel, 
and not of command ; albeir that 
eonclufion want a ſandtion ; albeit 
G no 


2 


_ÞDliilitims.of '!Rome, .; Let a may 


98 
no puniſhment bee determined by 
Jaw; and albeit that Synod be kno= 
wen to be null, yet/they tay upon 
the tranſgreſſors, and fortheir cauſe, 
upon their (innocent. families: and 


- congregations , the heavieſt of all 


puniſhments, except death: arid to 
ſome cquall with death, if not more 
bitter,andintollecable; heavier then 
for non-reſidence, idlenefle, error, 
wickedneſlic; ſcandall.. In delibera- 
tion they-are talked of -as indiffe- 
rent, but int executionthey are1n- 
forced asmoſt neceſlary.:A.necefla- 
ry conclufidn inferred upon indifte: 


Tent --premiſſes. Anticeremoniali 


Chriſtians: more. rigorouſly uſed 
then Antichriſtian pradtiſers of cc» 
1emonics. Papiſts without: prejus 
dice to their lives, livings,and bbets 
ries,en)oy the'comftortof the coun- 
trey;'. To his Majeſties loyall and 
religious ſubjcs, is denied favous 
ro. froh arhome inthe cauſe of pubs - 
lickand privargrievances: and to.g0 
with the armies of Kract agaiuſtthe 


be 
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bee Paules presbyter - in every” 
poynt, yet mote of ceremonies 
fhall marre him. Let him be a De- 
mas, or Demetrius, a formalizing 
ceremony ſhall accompliſh him. 1s 
not this to neglect ' the greater 
things of the law © Is not this to 
make the precepts of God of -no 
force for mens tradirions'? 'To love 
themſelves above God. andto bee 
wedded more to their owne wits, 
then to his-divine wiſdome. 

2 Intherr bitter effects of chan- 
ges brought upon the preaching of 
the word, miniſtration of the ſacra- 
ments, diſcipline, c6feſſion of faith, 
and the whole worſhip of God in 
fo ſhorr time. | 

3 In reſpe of the praiſe of re. 
ligion ſo frequently,and ordinarily 
to be performed of all: that no man 
can either bee ignorant or careleſle - 
of any poynt, but muſt bee ſetled 
and throughtly reſolved inall,except 
he would hold his ſoule on a-perpe. 
tuall rack, and'make his whole de- 
votion and _'fervice dortbtſome, 
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h” 
and comfortleſſe. 


ſuch as Baſil, Ierome, &c. 


00 


- 4 According to the confeſſion 
of both parties, tending to.the ho- 
nour or diſhonor of Chrift, ſerving 
either to beautific or deface his 
ſpouſe,and to the edification or de- 
ſtruction of weak Chriſtians. 

s Intheeſtimationok ſome holy 
martyrs: who, howſoever in their 
proſperity they cotended for them: 
yet neere the:tune of their martyr- 
dome,when their minds were moſt 
unpartiall, condemned them for 
fooliſh andabominable. And in the 
judgement of; many. worthy men, 
ſufferingbitter perſecutions forthe 
like: as for officium CAmbrofianum, 
the ſervice of Ambroſe againſt the 
hme Liturgie of Gregory, andre- 
fuſing to praQtiſe in matters of farre 
leffe importance. If yee.looke to | 
the fountaine, yee ſuſtaine a com- 
mon cauſe with all the Saints, who 
in any age have opponed them- 
ſelves to the current corruptions of 
the Kirk & Kirkmen in their time: - 

The . 
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[-- # perifperh, or beconreth monſtrous, or 


g 
_ 


Tor 


Albigenſes comtemptuouſly ſtiled 


Apoſtolickes, the Waldenles called 
Puritans; &c. | t 

6 In conſideration ofthe change 
brought upon me,and of the courſe 
of my declining from my former 
perfection, my errers now may bee 
ſmaller : and yet my.cale is worſe, 
then in my growing dayes, when 


I was wraſtling againſt greater inftr. - 


mities. My lukewarmneſle then 


' wasa way to, anda degree of heate, 


but now after my zeale, Iam-be- 


come Laodicean, waxing colder 


fro day to day : Andincreafe(with 
Vincentius ) I love; but defections 


© &chinges I loath, 0vr hbodies({ayth 


he) albert tz proceſſe of time they grow, 
yet they change not, The ſame mem- 


bers, the ſame joynts are an children, 
which are in men, though in the one 


ſtronger and greater; in the other ſmal- 
ler and weaker. But-if the ſhape bee 
turned inte another kinde,or any this 


| beaddedto thenumber of the members, 


or taken from them, then etther the bo. 


GC 4 a 
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[TOZ 
at the leaft becomes weak. Tt is right fo. 
== ||: inreligion,if we-begin to make chi- 
= | ges, wherofthe kirk of: Chriſt ſhould 
= be a diligent keeper, changing no- 
thing,diminiſhing nothing, adding 
nothing. I admit no alteration for 
. indifferent that tends to Apoſtaſie, 
and not toaccretion. _ 
7 Conſidered in themſelves,& not 
inrelation to other things more ne- 
ceſlary. Alegor anarm is'neceſfary 
fora mans body, yet not in that de. 
| | oree, that it is neceſſary for the life, 
| | as the ſoule.I may live,& be thekirk 
38 of God, fo lang as Chriſt by.his ſpi- 
'IZ ritbreathes faith into my ſoule. Yer 
wanting theleaſt thing which God 
hath ordained,and receiving ſupply 
otaleg of wood from mens artifice, 
I'can never bee beautifull in Gods 
fight, nor checrfull in performing 
my own adtios;.but pines & dwines -- 
away,til at laſtnothing beleft, buta 
ſtinking carkafle, unfit both for the _ 
habitation & celebration of the ma. . 
jeſty of my: God. + CEEOIERS 


'8 Whatſoever they beintheſelves, * 
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offences come. 


' ter zeale then knowledge . deftrous { 
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 Aandin their ownnatars; yet falfirie 
Utider our uſe and practiſe, they be 
<ome to us either good or evill, and 
'conlequently,cither fin or accept#- 
* ble ſervice, wherin Scandal beates {od 


_ great ſway,” that for avoyaing of of ,roprer iii 


Fence ariſing ups weaknes or ienorance, 4«lum, Rog 

all aftions,albeis never-ſo lawfull ant _ bs way 
profitable, which are notnect) ary to ſal- ex ipnorantis 
vation, are either to bee left off, or kept "—_Y de- 
up, Or at leatt to bee put off 11l another (nee nt? 


who give offences, but by whom que refle! 


+ aut utiles ate 
trones que 


9 The Fathers in the prichitive ad animi ſt 
ines, partly preferring the Ver- lutcw non 


ſunt neceſſeo 
niſh of the [ewes religion, and the [id rakes 


pompe of Paganiſme to Chriſtian mittcnde vel 


ſimplicitie. And partly with grea. occultende 


4tt ſaltem in 
in 4liud tem- 
to enlarge the boundes of Chriſts pus differen- 


kingdome, by drawing both Iewss de ſunt. 


Thom.24. 2 


and Gentiles unto their profeſſion, CL 


did change ſacraments into ſacrift- 


| faces, Paſtorsfinto Prieſts, Tables 


into Altars, Prayers into 0 Licurgis 
; G 5 _ Satur- 


omnes quan 
time, Woebee to them not onely mmm. 
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a tc And 
_ peſtered the Kirk then, with heapes 
of their ceremonies... ,2uod conſiſt 
gm-fbecie prudens, re anceps, cventu in- 
febtx, hodieque lugendum & Iuendan - 
eft Eccleſie ſayth Tilenus, what- 
ſoever ſome. talke now of his Pali- 
\nodin partioulars. It was notlaw- 
_ Full. for:the. heathen. Poets to-bor-. 
row matterfrom traditions of Scrip- 
_©.ture, andin their allegorizing veine 
.. to. perſue-them tor their purpoſes 
of profanity. Leſſe tollerable for 
| the ſpouſe of Chriſt to. begg orna- 
ments from: enemies , whether at 
Ieruſfalem, or Athens. But farreſt 
from indifferencie, and moſt intol- 
Jerable in-you, who ought. to bee 
_ wiſe by. the dolefull experience of 
_ ethers, to-walkagain uponthe ſame 
ſhares after .yee have eſcaped twice, 
ro-make. (hipwrack, to fick up your 
- awh Vomit;-and to make your1ſins 
- once ofa{impledie, now to bee ofa | 
{cavlet colour: | 

 10.By reaſon of ithe warrant, 

"which they ſeck without the wk 


= —_— 


w5 
| Ovfthelawandteſtimony. Yee have. 
no other Ephod,noother Vrimand 
— Thiimimbut the light of ſcripture. v2 
Herein as in. the breaſt-of your high 
_ »Prieſt, may yee ſee and read the wall 
of God for your direction. in all 
your ations,as they.are ations of a 
Chriſtian,even your naturall and ci- 
vill actions, farre more your religi- 
| ous duties. So that albeit yee can | 
| - Neither conclude affirmatively,nor 
'. negatively fro the words of me; yet | 
| were your knowledge as. ample as | 
| © the Scriptures, andicauld your faith 
- | + adequatthe largenag of the revela- 
tion therof,ye might. interrea con. 
| Cclufion both way&.from them. 
In all theſe conſiderations they 
can bee no indifferent judges, that 
_ callthem indifferent. When it was 
objected by: Mauritius the Empe- 
rour to Gregorie,that he buſted the 
 Kirke with aneedlefle contention, 
+, when the queſtion was about:thke 9,21. fe: 
name of univerſall Biſhop : hee ans vo« er m= | 
 {wered, . 'T batſome things are, frivo- **,9K4> I 
| | , _ dam frivols || 
 wolous, andnet hurtful, other things J, u,zia, 
—m_ frivolous © 
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Fo 106 | a 
fioohout and hurifull : albeit in- 
deed'thete' be nothing frivolous in 
the matters of God. Carnall men 
have coinzed with their wit,a new 
Citegory of indifferent things:and 
have'made the Genus ſummumn their 
own wil. Theprophetical & prince- 
ly office of Chriſt isno leſle perfect, 
then his prieſthood. And he that ei- 
ther addeth to his word or diſct- 
pline, oryeeldes not obedienceto 
them in every poynt, can have no 
comfortable hope of full redempti- 
on by his facrifice. It isa fearfull 
judgement, ar a wide doore to fi- 
nallexcecation.& hardnes of heart, 
firſt to revolt, and peeviſhly to rcbell_ 
againſt the light once received,*and 
now tobe guiltie of affected igno- 
rance; cloſing your eyes againſt in- 
gyring knowledge, Albeit Paſtors 
who'are ro teach others, in reſpe& 
of their office and place, be bound . 
to 'know many things, which o: -: 
' thers of another condition and vo- 
cation are not, 'yet conſidering the 
occaſions and means offringthings . 


Ss» 
oy abhd * 


| 


; _ 
_ 
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to your petticuins r conlideration, > 

ven ſecularperſons; and-privatmen:; 

are bound to know!& beleevetbat; 

whereof Paſtors themſelves notob- 

-ſerving.it; may bee-ſately ignorant; 

Refuſe not, reliſt not:the leaſt truth 

of God for pleaſing of. your ſelyes, 

or: others, 'Albejtaty of my minj-; 

ters might with Ambroſe,ſpeaking;,,  .,. 

to: Theodoſius & Valentinian; fay} a1; ES 

touching his majeſty, that it z5 neither. favour. 

imperial to-refuſe the por of ſpeking, Q, »od noges 

morpaſt orall not to ſpeak twat which be, arr, fee 

thinks. 1n Gods canſe whi ſhal ye heare, erate di- 
« if yee heare not Gods miniſter, by whoſe _ —= 

greater danger ſas is comitted.Who,dare, dotale quod 

beboldto( peak the truthwnto you, if the | ſentigt nom 

miniſter be not bold? Yertar be it fro — E. 

" them toutter any thing, taat may ro Dei quem 

exulcerat his mecknes, 'or provoke andere Jabs 

their dread ſoveraighe to wrath, fs 04e. ann 


Emperours. know ( faith Ter rullian,) matori pecce- 


* who gave they the Empire, they know ** pericwio? 


is tibt Vee 
wy Wt it was even the ſame od who « aaue Jus debian 


« | +» cxto themiobee men. and, to have. hn: dicere, i ſa» 


mane foules , they will perceive that —_ "ow 
hee onely 5 God, in whoſe onely power © 


=y 


To09 
theyre fo wh hin, My children 
dknowledge;thar after: God,Kings 
ate ih order theſecond: and among, 
all the firſt, It becommeth them to 
feate God, and honour the King, ' 


whoſhould beas an Angelof God, 


a defender of the faith, 'anurſe fa- 


ther of the Kitk, and « comfor- 
table refuge 'unto the -poore; and 
- imple, in time of need. It is no 


ſmall part ofthe hopeof my happi- 


_ - . nes, thathis majeſty hath declared, 
-__ thatbythe grace of God he is ſet & 


difpoſed,equally to love and honor 
thelearned and'gravemen of either 
of theſe opinions, avowing his ſin- 
ceritic in that religion, which hee 
ever conſtantly profetfed. And 
confeſſing,thatithis conſcience had 


not reſolved him, that all the reli- 


fon profeſſed by him and his king- 


dome, were riot grounded upon the 


plaine word of the ſcripture (with- 
out. which, all poynts of religion - 
wereſuperfluous, as any thing con- 


 trary to, the ſame is abomination) 


he had never outwardly er” it 
or 


- 


fot awe ofanyfleth.' Hecallcrhis 
thexcligion:wherin he was brought 


\. up; and ever made profeſſion of , | 


wiſhing his ſonne ever'to continue 
in the ſame, as the onely true forme 
of Gods worſhip. He purgeththe 
good men of the miniſtery;that like 
better ofthe ſingle forme ofpolicie 


in our Kirk;-then-of the many cere- 


—_ ofthe Kirk of Englid. That 
perſwaded that their Biſhops 


h rok ofa papaliſupremacie,and that 


theſurplice;the corner cap, &c. are 
the outward badges of. Popilh' er- 
rors. Andptaiſes God; nhornh there is 
a ſuffictenrmumber of good men itt 
this kingdome, and'yetthey are all 
knowen tobe againſt the forms of 
the Engliſh* Kirk. «And ſhall yee. 
think now: [that his: Majcfiie will et- 
ther ceaſe to fove,and maintaine his 
owne loyall ſubjects for flow pro- 


nouncing a ſentenceinfo-olda'con- 


troverſie: or will impaire-the Jber- 
ties of thekingdom of Chriſt, - who 
hath added ſo largely tohisdomint- 
ons: But rather asheeis the Lords 
Licuectenant 
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Lieutenant; bearing theilword to 
priniſh tranſgreſfors; ſa as-defender; 
- ofthe fairhhe wil procure and prer; 
B tc the liberty. of his ſubjects,wher- 
| with Chriſt hath-made.them free, 
and ſave them that they be-not ins; 
tatgled again into the yoke of bon» 
dage. It 1s a-work-worshjer. of-his 
mgzeſties: gift, and: plac&;:to begu 
to. teforme,: where his: warthy prex 
decefſors left; then to, fend! where 
they 'began::;To:ſet: my ſiſter of 
England atlibertie, which ſhehath 
lopg'defired, then to. bring mee; 
who have been.ſo long ftee," to ſer. 
vitade,, which I neyer; deſerved; 
The ſpeech of: Gregory brought by 
Beda, is very good. It pieafeth meez 
iayes he, thatwhethen inthe Roman, 
French , or any other Kirk, yee;have 
ſen in queli= found.any thing, that may: morepleaſe 
be ehfe the « Almighty God, thit gee care, 
ni quod Jyamaktchogee: of that. ' wAndinthe 
us omnipo- Engliſh'Kirke , which yet i but new 
-fſi a iu the faith, whatſoever yee may cot- 


Sed mihs 
placet ſive in 


Romana, ſzve 


LY | refethace def? of many Kirkes, by ſpetzall inſti 


: for things axe 


ligs. Et in pgtion, yee eftabliſh 
| 118 


Ct ye Sen ann A hs we ry a : 


eccleſis qua 
. «d flew 0 


et6H Yhutters Wpbn 1,0 
his Mteere pleifere” Enjo ne” "any cipue = de 
. thing tht hy deſtroy ehLf6 Mid mult cle 
andtender ſoules Fe eta Son ”—_ 
died; which wete r54all in thetre- fnde, Nor 


teſt breach of td Tie, cvim pro lo- 


3? 


Prelateswould*Hye his Majelly'to 10% 0 
think; thr his reyall- Dk "IS rebus loce &- 
ſupported'by eh ſhader of SN menda ſunt. 
monies ind woel#have the ſii5ji 

to think; thatthet®1s 10 [| 


ceremonies, ga 6 $2 que pis,que 


\ Forbearing -m iſe; onely*-m "C—_ 
love-rs:the ſalvatto of other bYe- live: or hes 
thret;/ without? cottempt 3 bygll queſt in foſe 
bee 3 ecmed' of? his miaſeſtics (ohm ol 
wiſe heart, tobe betret ſervice, afid cAagleram 
obedichce ther their lies' ;* and mentes is 
temporizing conformity”: "Who ſcnd- 
bring the blood*of multitudes of © Ot 
ſoules upon the whole body of the 
countrey; 2 finne in Gods: fight 

worſe then rebellion. How ould 

his Majeſtie truſt my miniſters in a- 

ny thing, if hee knewnot (as The- 

H odoſius 


23. Cv ves, ſed . 


p, 
L 264% boned, 
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fn 
Loy —_— moſt loyal 
. who "were moſt faithfulland preciſe 


Conſt ant! 


Mts 


Song _ not tran(exeſſe rhe 
of God | "6, reſpect to Ab? 
ws: accepted; of 


| ſubjects to him, 


of An 


bd 


ſervants of God. I wilneyer —_ 
but bs bighnefle will thinke. them 
ſter -men,, that give.him'that 
which is due,:then that which hee 
will not take. Albeit Courtlie para- 


£ lies epaledg 
# wack fo dupc 
| eng Go kneh y. 
apple: yet his Maje 

| T= tdi ang AY 
-.» ſcience, not becauſe of the meere 


ethroygh wantof better 
Par ceremonies are not ſo 
as obedience, c- 
Adam with: one 


can-telthem, 
indthe CcOn- 


willof the law-giyer, butby reaſon 


.... 'vftke utilitie & e 


uitte.of the law. 


on ex wolunate- egiſlatoris, ſed ex 


” ipſalegomnwtilitate;&+ ratione, - 


And 


rhat it becommeth Chriſtian ſub- 
je&s to profelie diſobedience in 
things evill, andagainſt God, pal: 
five obediencein "things i injurious, 


=, 
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Coaks;* 


and- uoprolitgals ;and active obedi- 


cnce 


* call, way beieaſily tried. by their. 0+; 


bediencetoCefar in all mayters, c-; 


F. venofgreateftdifficulties,being revs; 
F- plat mn nc {ce their, 
* goods, lands, libeniczandlives, for 


? , 
"of 


; 
1 
1 
of 


. 


C 


+ whoflanderbiis loyall 
.. »etrhe pa In; 


thing fufficiers. to redeeme his bap-, 
pineſſe. The Ford! reprove them. 

fubieds, and. 
the ward deters 
mine;whethes: of 'the. paryies doth. 


better eſtabliſh, Jawfoll.aythoritiee. ..:- -., - 
As hee was reputed ſacrilegious in, + » 
the time of Antoninus Pius,; who. ©. 


fet not up his-Starue, in hjs houſe ;, 


| fo let-himbe-Anathema, who.car- 


ries hothis-Mejeſties nameandglos 
rious eſtate upou-his heart to:God, 


\ and prayes nor for his zoyall perſon, 
| hopefull progenje, and-bappy ſuc- 
{ © ceſſe to the Lord; with whom is. 
 wiſcdome and ſtrength, who looſes 
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Fre eppdrey prove heart of 
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-othdruv exeligibutl-Eboſtrawy, 
tener yeni: the 
; yr «Hes IR 1paituall ty- 
| *idtSinitheKirk:boingmodeffeun- 
Jifcrablexhewthe' can the: com - 
t\on-wealth:3 And: whawmkeo had 
| arifwvered{that\hechadrzkdappon 
"Hit rhe defthce of 'Flavianus} that 
Blavianus"'caufe' =_ | tiroaute, chat 
j te things' vbjefted: — 6p 
Jews i gy word 
| vedthett;vh@heſhouldiiavemade 
| toirsjoyce, &had nnjnes, 
= be yes he ſhould have grieved.. 
| Many {peeches:, 'as>lars,, 'AfE Sopplication | 
| offered: to'> your: Printely: conſt ; + 0 
| _ deration',” bot thedifpbftion iv of p24 
þ theLord;; whonvwepp up r0:grant, for that end. 
| thar'the beſtiicavſe im Er 
'Þ firſtlot. 'AnÞwheknowsyBut your 
. : Honors att adyaeedacififtimers 
F. . intercede forihe} chavhil highheſle 
x. may bleſſe'andwerardyoutor think 
= | hard 1 gonrfes: uminft his 
* Hart fete minlſtets, and davis 
— Guefaby eas _—_— ot 


B03 the 


ws | 
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-gonius;menof greatautboritic.an 
- place, and of the Empaours privi 
.chamber,when:they:brbeld 4he/pu 
o_ I = _ -tlieg! 
zxrednotto iay,/YVierfdre 0 Emp 

rrour, hy decyee puniſh td Peter have 
1pinion,: which is in 16 all? Why wha 
2 himeaunted an offence, which mee al 
-confeſſe; wee arc of that Faith and. rel; 
»gi0os mbich: he of | ;Thetruly no, 
-ble Terentius for all; other ſues; 
-which-the:Emperqur, deſired; him 
- to-make, craved. onely liberty; for 
Chriſtians, and bceing refuled:of 
-. that,gathered up the pecces of his 

- riven-ſupplication,and could nothe 
induced tocekany thing elſe. The 


.  Eordrequiresnotonely profeſſion, 


but confeſſion at yout hands inthis 
caſe. -. When can yee better make 
your affetion knowen, then when 
therEord Jeſus in the-petons of his 
ſpouſe, andyour ewhemother, be; 
comes-@;pctitioner vnto. you-.... As 
yee would [wiſh to ſeerÞis:face-in 
metcy!:in-that day gf his ſecond 
%:3 e Fi - COM- 
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comming: make not:by-yotr: yn; 
kindneſs his da er 
downuponyou-nbw;fcnd hingtior 
away with arepulſe;-- He bath run 

many times like: the Roe, or the 
_ yong Hart, over the higheſt mouri- 
rainesof difficulties;ts ſuccour you 
in your diftrefle; when ye have'cal- 
led upon him. 'Ler no'pretended 
impediment bean hinderanceunto 
you to help his cauſe moſt inſtantly 
ſuing for ſupportar your hands. If 
there bee any iniquity in my-chil- 
dren, let them ſuffer for ir, ſpare 
them not. But if they be innocent, 
ſmite them not. Open your mouth 
for the dumbe. Tudge righreoufly 
the afftited and poore. Deliver the 
opprefled, that they may offer facri- 
fice and pray for the life ofthe-king 
and his Fonne. If hard courſes be 
taken againft faithfull miniſters 
and: people, let not your honours 
waſh your hands of that harme. It 
is all one-to doe them evill, and nor 
to helpe them againſt wrong done 
by others- The hoaſt of Iſractſpake 
j £3.78; %74i ad 
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in greatcoutagetorthe life of lon 
chanud Jon or David _ 
aanget:: Oh- a. Eheameles 
fpakeiagoor wordfor:kertanicy and 
was ſaved-whenihis:maſter:Zedekias 
was flaines'  Buticurſoyee Nigroz; 
carſe;the- inhabitants: thieet,:;bes 
cauſerhey: game! notito:the halpe of 
the. l.ord againſt the, mightigs, (als 
though they, hadno hand» againſt 
tham;: | Gad thathach- given you 
graceand credityithhis dighneſſc, 
requireth;thatye;beſtow-itugien his 
"marecrs; and that: Yee reſeryt jrnot 
for your own::2 Remember theex- 
ampleof:tharworthy-ComaicrNe- 
hemiah; who-&ſtetmed a/libertiero 
build-up. 'the wales: of-the: Citie 
of God: a: ſufficient reward for 
all his:fairhfull-ſervice.- As: your 
ſolicitude is greatito leave-the com-. 
mon: wealth, and.yotir own horio- 
table houſes: in good 'caſe;-fo; dila- 
pidatnot my liberties Leaveanemor, 
of whom ye have both yourfirſt:8: 
ſecond; birthiin worſe eſtate, to 
your:own incredible gticte;aridrthe 
#4. » {1 deſolation 
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deſvlayion of your poſteriey/! lg 
cerithem..; Vpor the: wall -rh&&'yce 
| Have found ratherbuilda palide'ot 
|. fiver,Cons:9,1:frwasthat name 
| of: mare” yd array — 
Lordpurupon thohead's 
Prieſt,charwasthegreaeſtbexutie, 
andetownedalltht other inferiour 
ortiaments. The mul of retipion; 
andthepurirpofyour profefſian;as 
it hath been; fo-letir till beepour = 
glo -:andrhe luſter:of all hgh - 
eriour gifts; wherewith' the £6rl 
. . hathinrichedivyao;- ' Asthis.isthe = 
firftgreattriall of yourheares; Love 
{ roChriftand meſo irmaybeyour 
#. Hſt occaſion. *Iriis not longknee 
| theplaces; which ye poſſeſſs; were 
| filled with your:anceſtorÞ6f vor; 
- | rhy:memory, (whofe conftineytin 
| . defending theliberty of Gody wot- 
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- ſhip,isfrequenitly:obſerved#Vout 

y ownethiſtory) whonoware piſſed 

£ to their:etertity' and ere belbipl, 

"i according! tothe fucceſſiont of pe — | 
- ncravions:ontafteranother,othels =... | 
2 4s »11Z1 H $ ſhall ow” 8-657” f s 
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dignities,\both in: and.'con- 
tinVagee. e..Bendyourwitsandcre- 
dit;tode good;while yehaue _ 
| Hazardnor the;bappinefleof your ' - 
 eternity.;Dongott de 
ea, while yeelive, will beableed- 
ing;youndinygurfoules..Scryour 
_ eyesypan him, that is inviſible,and 
thatsecompence ofteward::ſo ſhall 
yeedſteeme thereproach.of Chriſt 
greates tichesithenthetreaſures of 
Agyps: And ſhall chooſerather to 
Tufg affliction with the people of 
God,-then'to enjoy the-pleafures 
of4id fora ſeaſon, | The Lordwho 
ſearcheth-the reignes, ſees you; and 
the ſecrets of your deliberation,and 
conelufjons, and could make them 
to,fpgnd again outwardly:in your 
gares,aftd to therhearing of others. 
pt we thoughts arelcegibletothar 
grciggeye, from'which nothing 
Gold,» Look:not:what yerhay ſay 
far-your cxcuſe; or, what one partic 
| may ayagaintkavother, whether in 
HUTa< OS 63 07 publick velt- 
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feare,bur.ye ſhal be. mov 
down that: yall c of ccremoniesur 


tullroall and profirable tothe ſoy 
of none: t pos the wor Aa 
be one; as.the Lord him Me bal 
ſhed the .lewjſh; ceremonies, and 
ppt nonejntheir place.,; .. |. 
Ihavemany children, ome hog 
ſome. pore, {ome conſumed with 
godly gxiefe, not ſo much. for their 
own trouble,as for the decaypt PU- 
rity, and,my defolatig They 
would dpeal ings for for Plaſ all 
Portch, wherin God is netdiſpleas 
and thejr conſaiences not dif- 
quieted. .But the bonour of God, 
| = Profepl their ſoule hey dare 
not butregard,: And, Gy obs. 
fienee to the word ſhould deſtroy 
their own & call other ens world! 


eſtate, yer. ol EY. 103 ;and. 
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my well-deing cap be 10 vecompence uns 
., him. 1 i the increaſe of his 
glory by a ſecond reſtitution of me unto 
my ſelfe,by giving himſelfe now theſe- 
cond time unto me; and am content to 
be nut to a greater [>— 20f"+ gat know- 
ing what to render that his mercies yet 
may be the greater. O that it would 


leaſe him yet again to pittyme.Ae 


leaſt, letall the bleſſedof the Loxd 


keep themſelves from troubling the 
reachers of peace, andbringers of 
leſhings: let them be tour, ſtedtaft, 


4 and play themen, that they may all 
|... runout their courſe with joy, and 


report that excellent price conque- 
ſed by theblood & bitter ſufferings 
of Icſus Chriſt my ſpouſe, now at 
the right hand of the father ; for 
whoſe revelation I am waiting dai- 
Iy,that my marriage may bee perfe. 
Qed, and1I with all the Saints may 
enter into the joyes conqueſed by 


his bitter ſuffering. To him with 


the Father & holy Ghoſtbeall glo- 
ry,praiſe and honor for ever. 
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